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kave the Laws in his Fower, to change and amend them accord- | 
irg as Occaſion ſhall reqnire. The Learned Sr. Robert Filmer 


THE 


REFACE 


T. ©: T HE | 7 


i 
C Y y >: 1s 4 
"4 * F , - K. 1 . 
LY q K W þ : "i n £ ? @ 
i P - v *F. | * * F 4 [v- -- 
( , 
% 


A D it not ban a lick told -us both from 1 $9. ph 
* the Preſs and Pulpit, by the Clergy t of our Seri. befory 

| Apoſtolick Church of 'Englexd, as by Law ly Coninr 
'eflabliſhed; that Miracles were long fince ceaſed, 4 A 
'a Man might- have been ſhrewdly tempted:to be- ,. _ | 
"Veye, She was now browg ht to"Bed of a'modern vrte, Te «Bic. 
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The PREFACE . 


Por what has the Cry, the Univerſal Cry, of 

the Church of Exg/and been, but Loyalty to their 

Prince, *a Loyalty upon firm and fteady Prinei- 

_ * ples, and without Reſerve ; and that © thereis 

|» -vo_h © nofſuch laſting and immoveable Loyalty, as that 
&« of the Church of Ezgl/and? And for theſe Four 

laft ſucceſſive Reigns of his Majeſties moſt; Roy- 


al Predeceſſors, how have the true Sons of the * 


Church of England, with all their laboured Wit, 
$+,Roger's Anf 209 ſtrength of Reaſon and Argument, in con- 
#« ſup.p.r. fiſtence with ſuch their inimitable Loyalty, been 

advancing the Power of the Crown? Exalting 

the Prerogative, in Matters not only Eccleſiaſti- 

cal, but Civil, ABOVE THE LAWS? Making 

A. Fy. Ofbers the King to be LORD OF THE LAWS, and fo. 
Power of the Py" | x 

Plinec, p. 8g, NOt Obliged to *an unſeaſonable and ſuperſtitious 

By. Sonderſ * Reverence of the Laws, but that he may for a 

Caſe of Coafc, ** while lay aſide all ſtrict- Obſervance of them, 

Lece;eoeters. 6 2nd. make uſe of an Arbitrary Right? That he 

lakes fie himſelf « inſfteed of the whole Law, Tees, he is 

* "LL Dis View #he LAW it ſelf, and the ouly INTERPRETER 

+6 Pa mw thereof ? And that © he may take what Cauſes he 

- -eaainu dr pleaſe to-determine from the Determination 

A.Bp. Bancrofs OFMle Judges, and-decide them in his own ROY- 


54 OP 12». © AT, PERSON ; for it was clear in Diwizity that 
475 * I 


<«< ſuch | 


" Tothe READER; 
*fich Kiktkorkty belonged to the KING by the 
«Word of God in the Scripture ? 


" That it belongs trot to Subjets to Ceaſure, 
*but to Honour and Ovey their Soveraign, who 74, vie 
«comes to be ſo, by a fendamental hereditary Chan. Spee-h 


a che E., in the 
*Right of Succeſſion, which no Religion, no Law, Name vB 
« Univerfi:y ob 
no Fault, or Forfeiture caa alter or dimi- Cam ar New- 
«G4 market, SEpts 
* niſh? 18. 168t., vid 


G azect, numbe 
| © * ; =p ; 1653. 
«© That *tis an eternal Law, from the Firſt to 
© the Laſt, Supremas Lex , that of the Legiſlative Se bef. Ld. 


< Power, wholy and ſolely to have its Refiance Tal is yo by 


Cthere where the Scepter is, like that of the ;*%! mo 
© Medes and Perſians never to admit a Repeal? Brghroo” near 
Northampton, 
| Pe 19, 20, 
Dan. 6 8.15 
' Ina Word, to have no Fears of POPERY, nor. 


of ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT. In _—_— 
the time when Hawkes were loaded with whole ſonab. Refled. 
Litters of Pamphlets, we heard ( ſaith the Reve- prey fork 
read Maſter of the Temple) »ew Stories told of ' _ _ 6 
SE : » 83.p-23» 
the Growth of Popery, ad Arbitrary Government» Bo 
when Thanks be to God, we ſaw, nor felt , no ſuch 
thing ; and therefore we wereover and over again 
warned to ſuſpe& Thoſe, as Faftious, Scditious, 
b 2 | and 


Dr.Sherl.Serm. 
bet, H.of Came 
m2ns, Mayo. 
1685.p.26 27, 


P..22 23, 24» 
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atid Dangerous to the Government, who: ſhall als 
larm our Paſfions, our Fears and Jealoufies, thay 


« the moſt Holy Religion of the Church of Exg.. 


*1laxd is. inany Danger : For. next to having our . 


« King of the Communion of the Church of Eg. 


*1:zd (ſaith the laſt mentioned Learned and Loyal | 


Dr.) we can deſire no more, than to have a 
«King, who will defend and proteCt it. For far 


*be it from me, and from all Loyal Subjetts to 


« diſtruſt thoſe ſolemn, and repeated Aſſurances 


* which our King hath given us of this Matter. | 


*A Prince whoſe Mind is as Great and Nobleas 
* his Birth, who abhors all mean Arts and <qui- 
* vocal Reſerves, and ſcornes either to diſſemble 


2 wat he believes himſelf, or to. ſpeak what he. 


* docs riot t! uak, 


© And at once, ſays a Divine of the Church of © 
Fn:land' (it is pitty he has wot acquainted Ms. 


mw ow his Name) in his *ſeaſonable Advice to 

* the Citizens, Burgelles, and F recholders.of Enp- 
*/and, concerning Parliaments,. and the ther pre. 
* lent EleQtions; printed 1685.. to baniſh the wild: 
Wea Fears, and moſt unreaſonable Jealoulies , 


© that there 15 great Dang er of our being ſudden; _y 
* 1. 


Tote READER. 


fy overrun . with -Popery, his preſent Majeſty has 
| *been pleaſed to give us his moſt gractous.. Pro- 
«miſe, that he will always take care to defend and 


| « ſupport * z. * Andwho can entertain the leaſt 


«Doubt of 'the Sincerity of his Royal Word P 


* The Church 
of Engl:nd. 


" 4*Plattery and Diſſimulation are baſe and plebeian . 


*Yices, that can never gain Admittance in a 
© Noble and Generous Mind. The Honour of 
him that ſpeaks, gives a proportionable Value 
« and Credit to what he ſays ;. and the Word of a 
*King ought to be eſteemed as Sacred and Invio- 
©lble as his Perſon. And when we have the 
' *Wordof a King, and ſuch a King as was. never 


*known to fail of his Word, it is the vilelt Ingra- 


' ©titude, and the higheſt Aﬀront and Diſhonour - 


%e.can do- him; not to reſt perfetly fatisfied, 


| ©þtt to expreſs a Diſtruſt, where he has givet us - 


*the greateſt Aſſurances tmaginable. For to con- 
*ceivethat-a Prince of the moſt unſpotted Honour, 
©2nd unqueſtionable Generofity, ſhould ſo often, 
«nd {o ſolemnly declare, what he did not really 
*;ntend , and firmly refolve to. perform, 1s little 


Jeſs than a Contradiftion : IT am fare it is far be- 


*yond the ordinary Rate of a moral Impoſſibili- 
| "*. And They that w ill not be convinced by 


thus. 


Id. Þ. als 
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< this, ftand in need of daily Miracles to create a 
* Belief. But God be praiſed, we have great Rea- 


* ſon to be full of Hopes; for the Danger of the 
< prevailing of Popery , for ought we can ſee, is 


chiefly ſeated in our own cowardly and miſtruſt. 


« £11 Fancies: Unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to pun- 
< {ſh us, for pretending too great a Sollicitude for 
« the futare ; which is a Degree of Infidelity to- | 
& wards him, and in this Caſe, the moſt unpar- 
<« donable Indignity, and Diſ-reſpett to our Sove- 
 —_—_ . 


& Arid, ſays he, we have been told, that we were 


«:neminent Danger of Arbitrary Power; - that 


*<21ll things ſhould be mannaged by the preſent | 
« Will, and uncertain Humour of thoſe that Go» - 


«yerned, and that our Lives and Fortunes ſtood 


< continually expoſed to their Pleaſure. ——For 


©& Anſwer to this, we need but to examine again, 


<« and conſider, whether every thing has not becn 
<« :dminiſtred in the due Form and Courſe of Law; 
© and then why fhould we entertain theſe fright- | 
< ful and uncharitable Suſpitions? Princes do well | 


Prov, 16, 2. © underſtand, that the Throne is eſtabliſhed by Righ- 


* osſxeſs ; and that it is their moſt unalterable In- 
J &©terclt, 


! 


Te READER. 


| Cxereft, to take care that Juſtice be duly, and im- 
| *vartially executed. They whom the Laws have 
*ztled inthe higheſt place of Eminency and Pow- 
Ger, will always have a tender Regard to theſe 
*Laws by which they reign, and do ſupport their 
©royal Dignity and Prerogatives. 


' This hath been all along the moff Purt, nnſs- Dr. Sm 5 Ser 


mon lef, Lord 


phifticated, the moſt Primitive, aud Lojal Religion Maye-- S056 
of the Charch of Englagd. Jaly 85. p.: 8. 


But now of vesy late, in the Reign of King 
7AMES the Second, they ſeem to have ſuffered 
' {as the reyerend Deftor Scot phraſes it )their Pride 
or Diſcontent to prey upon their Loyalty, And Mew p. 35: 
theſe Gentlemen of the ſacred FunQion {( for ſome 
great Wits will have bad Memories) have forgot 
their Preachments, abandoned their Principles, 
changed their Opinions and Judgments, and are 
become as different from themſelves, as they are 
from their Predeceſlors, as if both the Divinity and 
| -the Law of the Kingdom were now changed with 
«the Times. | 


Strange 
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"'Stranze unexpeRted Turn! And ſomewhat ar 
Teaſt Miraculous! What! _ The Loyal Church of 
England ſullen and moody ! Stomachful, grouling, 
and petulant | Beeauſe the King doth govern by 
that Law of his Prerogative, which ſhe her ſelf hath 
owned to be his Right? And which He extends in 
ſuch gracious Influences, : as only-to/give Eaſe and 
Abatement to thoſe of his Subjedts, 'who have ſaf- 
fered with their Prince, and been ( not hug*d,but) 
ſqueezed and perſecuted meerly for Religions ſake, 
' by a ſtrange ſort of People ( called Proteftants ) 
- among our ſelves, that had ſeemed to have put of 
all Humanity , and wrapt themſelves up in the 
Skins of M'otves and Tygers, thereby to be perpe- 
tually prompted to fear and worry all that Came 

_ within the Graſp of their 72/at;able Rapacity. 


Dr Sher. Caſe Would She-now reſtrain that Power by Law, 
of Ret.  xwhich She her ſelf hath acknowledged to be Ipe- 


Fleviin, 9714 Ty 


Ge. palſm. . x;al, Unlimitted, Abſolute, Free, Unconditional, 1 
and Indevendent, ( as will be ſhewn'in_ the foilow- |! 


T erter to a 

' ap ein ing Sheets) and by which Alone She hath decla- 
tES /KIVWeET ! 

it by Sr R gs red the Law ought to be interpeted * Y Þ To come 

1 *Siranve Kt. / 
Page 14+ [os quick t: 01 477 other extream, is {# wh an unnatural 


motions 


"IF Les: - 


Tothe READER. 


motion, that the Ring may perhaps think He onght 
to be TY his Guard. 


 Hath She ſo often Preached and Publiſhed, that DrSherl. Serm, 
re H. of 

* Subjects ſhould always believe well of their Commont, 
«Pri dum de Maziſtrat y 

rince, ( optin.e preſumendym apiſtratn, AS mn ooles Re- 
Dr GelPs Words are) and does ſhe now © begin mins to.:43+ 
*tocntertain, or to whiſper her Diſcontents and 
«4 Bears? Does ſhe even more than * begin to 

| Dr Sher! ſeas 


*©liften to ſuſpicions of her Prince, or of his Go- forad'e! Refec- 
tions, Vc. 


© rerpment, and to hear with pleaſtre any ſcanda- pag, 11 22. 


© [ous Stories or ReflzAions on either ? Thoſe(lays 


Dr Sherlock mot admirably) © who can with 


«content and pleaſure hear their Prince and his 
_ Government reviled, will ſoon think him not fic 


*to be their King. 


Let her then take heed: how ſhe trinckles with 

the Crown, and be afraid of bringing down the 

Roa! Thrnder upon her own Head, by any Behavi- 

our which may feem as unnatural to her 7ry:d ayd Dei erm. 
experienced Loyalty, as it would be undutiful to the P25: 3% 
mo:t Gxacious of Soveraigns. 


G *We 
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* Welive under the Government of a King -who 
Icem. pig, +2. © diſcovers a Great and Princely mind in all his 
** Actions, and this ſecures us of as much happineſs 

© as wecan expect under any Government. 


And may. I not very juſtly apply the Words of: 


the Reverend Dr.Scot concerning the Government, 
bees the 1 at almoſt the very cloſe of the late Bleſſed K;zngs 


Maggot eb 6 Reign, to this under his preſent Majeſty ? *It is a 
ECOmMDbeY 1 O82, $ . . . 3 
vag. 6, * * Government whiclris nor only in it ſelf the moſt 


« yentleand caſic in cheWorld,but alſo adminiſtred 


&« with an unparalelPd Lenity and Goodneſs, by a 


© moſt Gracious and merciful Prince, a Prince that 


{© hath been indeared to us by the moſt ſignal Fa-.. 


* yours of Heaven, . by ſo* many wonders of Proyi- 
* dence, and ſtrange repeated Deliverances, and 


& under whoſe Gracious Influence and ProteCtion 


« wehave hitherto fate under our own. Vines. . 


Biſhop. Fly's Let Her be thankful to G od then ( as the Right: 
>erm-:trheir_ Reverend Father in God, Francicnow Lord Biſhop- 


pickenc Majeſ- 
is Corona, of El, adviſes her) for thoſe Bleſſings ſbe hath, and 
1085.p. 27. tothe King wnder whom” they will be continued to hers. 


and be ſatisfied with ber c ondition-; and take heed of 


- OVErFUrning 


! 


A ee OT RIng DD — . 


—_— —_—— CO EO CC ETC a Cr 


Tote READER. 


" puerturnaizg Or undermiing the whole Fabrick becauſe 
| ſbe-cannot hve the Room: t.zat ſhe wou!ld chooſe in it. 


Let God have his Due to ye Worſhipped by All, 


1 Gor.c, 15; 


and let No Ones Liberty be judged of awother Mans \ Y. 29, 
Conſcience. 


If the: King makes uſe of his Prerogative in a 


way of more Mercy, Tenderneſs and Eaſe, than 


any of his Predeceffors have done, Let the Church 


of England, © whoſe Religion and whoſe Genius 


*ts not of a perſecuting Spirit, ( as the Right Re- pp, 5. 4ſart#s 
verend Biſhop of St Aſaph informs us) tho” he _— 
«knows not how it may be in particular Perſons, no ;6ts 
but he ſays it again, © She hath no Doftriae- that * © 
© teachteth Perſecution, and therefore ** that tem- 

*per being added to the other .marks of a trusz 
« Chriſtian Church, may aſſure us, that The isa 
< Church according tothe mind of Chriſt: I ſay, 
let theChurch of Exglazd now molt readily kiſsthe 
Royal Scepter of his Grace, and for her own dear 
fake bleſs God, that ſhe hath a King, who is not cis Maſetiien 
of the Judgment, that Conſcience ought to be forced, Gracious De- 
and is therefore reſolved it ſhall neyer be zz theſe L_— 
'Kjngaoms. arg his Raign over us, and let her in <vicince. 


C2. this 


before the H. 


" P28- 3+ 


Anſw, pag. 30.- 


DrSherl. Serm, 


of Commons, 
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this His Day dcknowledg ail thofe Rights and Pre. 
Trogatives tobe in Him, which Her-true Song 


have ſo unanimouſly confeſlcd to be inherent in the. 


Crown of Erglazd in the Reigns of his moſt No- 
ble Progenitors. For can any of them prove, thax 
thoſe I rerogatives dyed with the late King? _ Oy 
that by any Law, either Divine or Humane, tho%& 
Prerogatives are abrogated and reſcinded? Or will 
any deny that his preſent Majelty is not. the lawful 
Succefſor,, as well to the Prerogatives and. Powers 
that belong to the Crown, as to the Diadem of the 
Ki ngdom ?*for Power (weare informed ) deſcends 
«s well zs az Eſtate. Og 1s H2 not as much King of 


England as any of his Anceſtors were, and as right- 


fully inveſted with all the Regs/ze of Government 


both in Chureh and State as They ? Certainly to 


theſe Qaeſtions None will give a Negative ; then, 
as Argumentnm ad haminem.to the Church of Exg. 


land, let me preſs their own Text upen them, Give 


Te wnto Ceſar the things you have ſo conſtantly ac- 
knowledged tobe Ca/: 27s, eſpecially in matters Ec- 


elefiaſtical, which You Your ſelves by.an Uz;jformity 


of Conſent have ſo vigorouſly aſſerted and main._ 


rained (to borrow an expreſſion fromthe Ax/wer- 


67) for-very good Court DofFrixe, in your Pulpits,in 
P the : 


EDT Uo SOSA bbe ds 


1, the READER; 


| the Face of your Congregations, in your Elahou- 
| rate and Judicious V/ritings, and (to go higher-yet) I 
in your ſupream and ſacred Synods, and publiſhed = 

them all to Poſterity as everlaſting Monuments of 
Your unalterable Loyalty to the Crown of Exg lands 


and ſhew the ſame futrre Loyalt 'y F0 Gods Ulnſtrioms Dr<69ifs Serm. 
2 £ TS | © | before eh 3 

Vice-gerent, by 4 firm relyance 0# his Royal Promi- Mayor: ©, 

ſes, which hitherto have been ever Sacred and Thwuio- 0 2555" 


3 
able. hs 


The Deſign of the following Papers is not there-. 
fore ſo much now to argue the . Point of the Pre-. 
rogative, as to prove that the Clergy of the Church 
of England have alerted it, and it is expected from 
them, that- they will not forſake- their ſo long 
avowed Principles, but {till with 'a conl{ant and 
uoſhaken Bravery adhere to them W IT HOU7' 
RESERVE, for Princes muſt value Obedience DrSterl. Serms. 


dy S.- . . 5 b f.H "2 % m 
and Subjection as they-do their Crowns, and they m——_—— = 


 eannot-bub-like and reward fuch Loyalty... 


I ſhall only beg your Patience {6 far, as to add 
one Paſſage more to the Conſideration of our 
Eburch of Exglaza's Clergy, and that 1s: as I find 
it Verbatizs inthe Reports. of that Learned Lawyer 
Willians 


The,PREF ACE 
'WVilizm Noy, ſometimes Reader of the Honourable | 
'Society of Lincoln's Jnn, -and after Attorney 
Gezeral to our Bleſſed Martyr, King CHARLES | 
the Firſt : 'The Words follow. 


 Befoze many. Nehlemen, Arch-Siſhops, and 
Biihops, and the Juſtices and Barons of the | 
Exchequez. 


"Ny*Repors, AJreed that the Depuvation of Puritan Mi. 
F= bs is ;-Aiſters foz Non-Conformity to the lait Canons; 
"Fob, " was lawful by the Yigh- Commilltoners : Fo0z 
by the Common Law the King hath ſuch a | 
Power in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical : And it is not 
a thing de novo given by the Firſt of Eliz, fo 
that-ig declaratory only, &c. and the King may 


[delegate it to Commiſltoners, 


And the King wikhout a ; Parliament thay 
*make Conftitutions, fo2 the Government of the - - 
Clergy, and that fuch a Depzivation ex officio | 
—— Libel, ts good. 


Give me leave to conclude all with the Prayer 


which Tertullian was wont to make for the Em- 
: | Perouts 


Tote READER, 


perours, and I am ſure as proper now for this Apo-": 
folick Church of Exgland, in behalf of his preſent 
| Majeſty ( having ſhewed ſo much Tenderneſs and 
| | Campatfion to all his Subjects, of which our Church 
of Eng/and hath been no ſmall Partaker,) wiſhing 
to the King long Life, a ſecure Government, a ſafe 
Houſe, valiant Armies, 4 faithful Sexate and Conn 


> * _ 


' vellors, a good People, a quiet World, and whatſoever 


King or SubjetF car defire. 


Teriull, Apo- 
log. cap. @s » 


. 
: 
: 
7 
1 
© 
| 
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| 


| 


'Crow 
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THE 


RIGHTS 
oF THE 
Imperial Soveraigaty 


n of England 
_ Vandicared, &c. 
A Mong the feveral News-Papers. you ſent me, I re- 


ceived [An Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, intituled, The 
Tudgment and Doftrine of the Clergy of the Church of 
England , concerning one. ſpecial Branch of the Kings 


Prerogative , Viz. Diſpencing with Penal Laws.) Which you 
| ſeem to look uponas a very Shrewd, if not Unanſwerable 
' Piece. | 


The Book it pretends to Anſwer, 1know, was deſigned 
to allay the Hears and” Paſſions of prejudiced Minds, and to 
ſet men right and quiet in their Underſtandings, which is al- 


_ * waysa generous Principle, and much more to be accounted ſo, 


* When there ſeems to be a ſtrong and violent Aorion in the King- 


dom ; and thoſe who of late have been ſo much magnified 
for their fignal Loyalty-to. their Prince ,. are now ſo reſtleſs 
and uneafieunder him, as to conſtrue 'Hjs moſt gracious A- 


| Qions, as male-adminiſtrations of Government. 


B The 


(2), 


The Anſwer too, asI am credibly informed, is ſo mightily 
cried up by the Clergy of. the Church of England, eſpecially 
in the Country, that there is ſcarce a ſorry Parſon, who, as 

Grounds the Reverend Author of the Grounds and Occaſions of the 
_—_— Contempt. of- the Clergy, ſays, has but got a little Hole over the 
the Con. Oven, with a Lock to't, called his Study, but has got one of Theſe 
temp: of to fill up the Boudget of old ſtitched Sermons and Pamphlets that 
the Cler- hang bchind the Door. EK We: - 

8',9 Edit. Upon my firſt curſory Peruſal of it, I diſcerned, as I thought, 
p.104. many Contradiftions and much fallacious Reaſoning in it ; upon 


avian, in . Ho 
S) 'ntzo- this I took heart, and read it again more obſervantly , and then 


dud p.z 3. plainly ſaw that, it .mas not Unanſmerable, tho" it was a very cun-. 


ning and artificial Piece. 
And had I not (as the Anſwerer ſays) learnt ro wonder at ne- 
p.7. thing, it would more than a little have ſurprized me, to find ſuch 


Shiftings and Doublings uſed to anſwer a Book that was appa-- | 


P43- renfly written with an honeſt and loyal Defign for the Service 


of the King, by convincing men, that our Reverend Judges 
(in declaring the diſpencing Power to. be an incident inſeparable | 
Prerogative in the Kings.of England) haveacted according to- ' 


the Conſciences of Right Proteſtant Church of England-Men, 
and that there. was a. concurrent Harmony of Divinity and 
Law in the Point... 

But fuch is the Malevolency of the preſent Age; that: there 
ſhall not come out an honeſt, Prerogative-Book, that makes for the 
Intereſt and Honour of the Crown, but it ſhall preſently be 


reflected on, and mifrepreſented, by . a certain Clann of men,. | 


who, when-once they are diſcontented,; cannot forbear being 

Clamorous ; and tho? they ſtill would be thought Great Stick- 
Anfw.p-5. lers for the King and- his Prerogative, in affirming, He hath, 
all thoſe Rights which arc involy*d in the very Notion, of Imperial 
Soveraignty, yet whilſt they are afterwards reftraining him in 
the Exerciſe of that Soveraign Power, it plainly ſhews, that 
however they may ſeem (with moſt ſolemn Reverence be it 
ſpoken) to honour- bim. with their Lips, yet their Hearts.are far 
enovgh from bim. 


Well, but as all Sophiſtical Writers are apt to.do, the An- 


cone 


Fwerer hath ominouſly ſtumbled. at the .Threſhold, and.un- | . 


(3) 
done his whole Pamphlet in the very firſt Page of it, by his 
own acknowledging the Kings diſpencing Power : and there- 
fore all his after-Noiſe to the World wiil prove to be bur a 
Squib, Powder without Shot, that giveth a Crack, but va- 
nitheth into Air, and doth no Execution: For, fays he, Ir is 
tertainly now the Right of the Crown, as much as the Opinion of 
the Judges can make 1t ſo; and I never diſpute againſt ſuch an Au- 
thority : Unleſs he intends this for an oblique and ſcurrilous 


Reflection upon the Reverend Judges ; and if he does, they 


are extreamly obliged to his Civility, and I could ealily tell 
him what ſach a bold and adventurons [z-nendo deſerves. But 
he f.ars nothing, when his Zeal and his Diſcretion are once 
upon the 'fret, as you will find by theſe Words that follow ; 
When (ſays he) 1 once know what the Judges declare to be Law, I 
will enquire no further ; their Opinions ſolemnly declared muſt ſi- 
lence all Diſputes, becanfe they carry Power, and Authority with 
them, nnleſs any Superiour Authority think fit at any time to judge 


-over their Opinions. "This is another ſtroak of his Rhetorick, 


much what to the ſame purpoſe, but only with a more apert 


.and forward Explanation. 


Ay, but the Anſwerer thinks it is a Diſparagement to the Tudg- 
ment of the Reverend Fuages, to call in Clergy-men to help them 
out. E ak T5 | 

I would fain know what this Writer means by his Phraſe 
to help them ont;, does he think, that what they had done, 


p.7. 


24, 


pL. 


could not be ſupported and juſtified upon thoſe weighty Rea- 


ſons and Authorities of Law, which they moſt evidently 
went upon ? Methinks, tho? the Anſwerer ſcruples not a 
Point of Boldneſs with the Author, yet he ſhonld not pnt ſuch 
bold RefleQions upon-the Reverend Judges ; for it is plain, 
that the Anſwerer?s Inuendo could not be the Author's Mean- 


ang: For he, by ſhewing the Opinion of Divines in this 
_ Point, .could only aim at the Conviction of the Conſciences 


of thoſe who underſtand Divinity better than Law , and 
therefore urged (as argumentum ad hominem) the Opinions of 
the moſt Eminent of their own Profeſſion. PEN 

. But ſurely in the general, it can be no diſparagement to the 


Judges, to ſhew to- the World how the former Opinions of 


B 2 Divines 


P.7: 


Pt. 


(4) 


Divines concurr'd with their Judgments : for the Authori. 


ries (cited by the Anthor) to juſtifie this Branch of the Preroga- 
23ve, are not ſo new, as ot to be well underſtood 1n former days ; 
for theſe are Authorities precedent, nat.ſubſequent to ſupport 


it, 


But, ſays. he, the Author has ſer down the Dofrine: of the 


£48 lergy before the Judges themſelues, as a Rule and Pattern for 


them to, follow. _] delire to be informed, whether almoſt all 


_ thoſe Books a1d Sermons were not written long before the 


Judgment of the Judges was given ;. and whether- the Juds- 
ment of the Judges was not a good while before the Author 


pub hed his-Pook; if fo, how then- could he fet the Do+ 


ctiineof the Biſtops and Clergy, 4s a Rule and Pattern for the 
Judges ro follow ? Bur I only mention this in way of Friend- 
ſkip to the Anſwerer, and: to' remind him of his own good 
Advice to the Author, and then ler him conſeder this matter over 


again, which will be worth the while, if it be: only te teach. bim te , 


reaſon a little. 


Ay, but ,ſays-he, 1 am very mnch offended mich-that- Priority | 


be gives to the Judgmei t of Churchmen in this Point,,, before the 
Judgment of the Judges ; and cries fie for ſhame at it ! and that 
the Clergy ſhould preach about the Prerogative, and be made Judges 
#n mattcrs of Law. . Who can help it, if he will take offence 


where none is given or. defigned him ? The Author did not 


mean to ſend people to thz Pulpit for Law, nox to the Inns 
of Caurt for Gcfpel-z ?tis enough- in this Age to ſind that 
f: om the Men of the Pulpit: But-with this Gentlemans good 
favour (whoſe Art ſrems greater to perplex, a plain- thing, 


. than his Candour . to acknowledg it) the Peopte,, who, the Au- 


thor thought, would rather belixve Divines than Judges in matter 
of Law, muſt certainly be the Inferiour Clergy, and then it 
was very proper-to ſhew them what the Opinions of the kt, 
ſhops were as to this point : - For if the Clergy did not believe 
Divines rather than Judges in matter of-Law, they. won!d not 
fo often take upon them..in the Pulpit to teach People Sy/tcras 
of Law according to their own Notions. | 

I do believe if ſome are provoked, there are Books enongh 
in priat, and that by the moſt Eminent. of their Divines, 


to 


oe os. 


v1 Os. 
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to-prove, that they have aſſerted greater things in favour of 
.the Soveraign Power of the Prince, than hathin fo charitable 


acaſe been exerciſed by his preſent Majeſty. And if that be 
true, as I think the Quotations the Author hath given do 
prove, either literally or conſequentially ; whatever the An- 
{werer's Opinion is, he muſt own it to be Argumentum ad ho- 


. mjzem to the Church of England; and therefore She cannot 
reaſonably be angry, -that the King uſes a Power She hath fo 
long acknowledged to be in him, becauſe He doth it in a bet- - 


ter Work than ever She hath yet tmployed it in; 

And to fatisfie this Anſwerer (if Reaſon wilt doit) why 
the Anthor in his late Papers: gave this: Priority to the Frdg- 
ment of Churchmen, perhaps it were for one-or both of theſe 
Conſiderations, - 

1. Either becanſe he had a mind to ſet them down in di- 
ſtin& order of time, to ſhew, that this was- wel! underſtood in 
former days, tho? poſſibly: the Anſwerer had-not look?d fo far 
back himſelf, but only took it for a thing of Novelty. Or, 

2. Becauſe he thought it a Duty in him to defere ſo much 
to the Reverend Biſhops, who are Peers of the Land, and 


(as they are Lords Spiritual) have in all Acts of Parliament 


preference before -the Temporal Lords, whereas the Judgcs 


' are only Aſliſtants in that Supreme Court of [udicature : and 


to.inculcate into the Peoples Minds, that the Biſhops had de- 
clared this to be a Goſfpe]-Law. | 
And if. the Anſwerer be a True Son of the Church of Eng- 


l1zd, he-hath no reaſon to think. 1t a Great Scandal, that the py, 


Author hath preferred theſe Eminent Lizhts and Fathers of 
the-Chnrch to tkoſ? rhat are- but the Elder, and more grave 
Sons of the Chnrcn. | : ren; 

{n ſhort, I thi: it is no Indonvenienc? nor Objeftion to 


ſhew, tat the Comncn Law ed the Feclediaftical Law do 
agree and neg in taeiamse CO DINNON 18 this Caſe, any more 
than if {t inany tlnps and Judges had been joyned ina Com- 
MiVFon Of DC ogats, ond CU prnannnouly concur In Jndg- 
ment : ris for the Heng bF both Laws to iz menof both 
Pynioitli ph inci: J- 4% 8. 91 F 3 
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Rut the Anſwerer in the firſt of his poſitive Reaſons will 
n2t allow this ; for, ſays he, W/-2at have Crurchmen to do ro 
medale with Law- Points, they are but Interlopers in that Profeſſion, 
and bave no Skill in the matter; and therefore if any of them 
gives his Opinion in any Point of Law, his Opinion 15 not valuable ; 


for it 4s generally ſeen that thoſe are very apt to miſtake, who gueſs 


at thirgs'out of their ken. See how he contemns all their Judg- 
ments in theſe Matters, as much as any quoudam Whigg: or 
Man of Property-of them all : A pretty diſſembling Craft 
this Anſwerer kath;! I fear heis a Man a ligtle now within the 
 Tufe&tion of the Law-Air (whatever he {ſays of Dr. Sherlocks 
not being, ſo, when he writ his Bock of Non-refiſtance) and yet 
he ſezmsto be a great Friend to this cauſe of Diſpencing, and 


is vexed in his Mind, that. it ſhould have no bztter, nor more 


-$kilful Advocates than Biſhops and Clergy-men. For he pre- 
tends to have but a mean Opinion of the Clergy, and a very 
great One of rhe Laity of the Cher-h of England, that they 
will not be taken with ſuch Baits as the vererable Names of 
their Prieſts ;” and that they are not ſo.-Prieſt-ridden as they are at 
Rome and Geneva ; if he had faid that they are not ſo willing 


to be Prieſt-ridden, I believe it had been much more true.; 


:for I think of late the Prieſts have been whipping and ſpur- 
ring, and teaching of the People, as Gideon did the Men of 
Snccoth, with Briars aud Thorns; and they are ſomewhat to be 
excuſed if they be no longer defirons of ſuch Prieſtly Treat- 


"ments. Theſe \are the men that prevail, as he ſays, not by - 


their Names,” but the better dint of Argument, though they 


"could never argue for their Church without an A& of Parlia- 


ment on their ſides. Theſe are They, I ſuppoſe, he calls 

Prerogative-Divines, that are not fit to talk of it. | 
Well, after all this Splutter at the Churchmen and Clergy 
of Ezgland, he'falls next-to ſhoot his Jgery Bolts at the Col- 
ledion, becauſe, he ſays, it weakens the Authority of thoſe many 
excellent Diſcourſes which have been written about Non-reſiſt ance, 
ſo highly aſſerted #n the late evil and critical times, It hath been 
ſo, *tis confeſſed, and hath proved, That neither the Laws of 
God, nor Man allow any Subjett the benefit of forcible Defence a- 
gainfs the illegal violence, of his Soveraign, but that by the Laws 
| Imperia, 


ET, 
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Imperial he ought to ae, rather than reſiſt : And that K ings are 

inveſted with that Soveraign Power which muſt not be reſiſted, Dr. Sher- 

though they oppreſs their Subjefts to maintain their own State, and lock s Caſe © 

the Grandeur, and Megnificence of their Kingdom. But this An- Poms 

ſwerer makes it now to be ſucha ſort of. Non-reſiſtance, that 

leaves neither or Lives, Propertics, Laberties, nor Religion at p. <. 

the Will of the Prince ; then it ſeems he is for a reſtraining, that 

isin plain Engliih, a nonſenſical Non-reſiſtance : Let him be 

ſo, if he pleaſes, and much good may do him with it : That 

is not the Prerogative-Point in diſpute, but by his dogmati- 

zing about Non-reliſtance , the Anſwerer hath diſcovered 

himſelf to be a Clergyman, tho? he hath writ with all the Art 

and Eluiion, to which the Capacity of his Wit could extend, 

to hide himſelf under a Vizard ; but now. he is unmasked, the 

Mark is plain in his Forehead. : * Seafon-:- 
And He is of That Church which values her ſcIf npon being able Re- 

eft abliſhed by Law, that is, as They their ſ:1ves hold, by the feftions 

Law of their Prince, and by their own conſequence, as.it is ®the Dif 

neceſſarily . implied, tho? not-now avowed, determinable by brown .dog | 

the ſame Soveraign Power which made the Law ; agreeable Plorp.1 6. 

to which the Reverend DoQor Sherlock hath well obſerved, in v.rto the 

vindication of Penal Laws in matters of Religion, that ſuch fame pur- 

Laws ought to be made, That it may be no Man®s Temporal In- 5 _— - 

tereſt to aifſent from the Religion of his Prince ; well knowing, Chiche fer 

that it doth not much become any man who can think three Conſe- Serm. 

quences off ,, to talk of the Aatkority of Laws in derogation to the Loyalty & 

Authority of Soveraign Power, which is, the Prince, as the Dr, ©oPformi- 

acknowledges, for 'Eeie in the New T'ſtament, he ſays, always OY 

ſignifies the Authority of a Perſon, not of a Law. And hence it Cale of 

ſranifies the Perſon muefted with this Autherity , and Soveraign Reſiſtance, 

Power 1s inſeparable from the Perſon of a Soueraign Prince :. and [199 

his moſt Illegal Atts bave the Authority of Soveraign Power.” - 5 74h hd 
But why ſhould this Anſwerer , that has. owned the Dif- - TIO 

pencing Power in the firſt Page, labour now ſo wonderfully 


to ſhew,: that. the Paſtors -and Kiſhops of the: Church, .which Ds. Sher. 
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them, to prove it? unleſs he reſolves to-ſet up for a Eg And: p.5. 
; mr = cribler. 
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(3) 
Scribler himſelf, to ſerve (as he ſays) 4 preſent $4797, indeavours 
ing ro leſſen the Reputation of thoſe Div:iics, mw.50 rave appeared ſe 
zealous for the Kings Prerogative, and iis rower of Diſpen- 
cing. 

I come now to conſider what Anſwers are returncd to the 
Teſtimonies. the Author hath produced, to prove, that it is 
the Dottrine and Judgment of the Reverena Clergy of the Churchof 
Ergland, that it doth inſeparably belong-to tne Kingly Offce 
to diſpence with Penal'Laws ; but I don't find it any where in 
the Author*s Eook, as the Anſwerer will make him ſpeak, 


that it is an inherent and wſcparable Right of the Crown to diſpence 


with ANY Laws ; but tt4s by the By. 


*Tis true, as he ſays,-the Author begins with the Reverend- - 


Dr. Hicks, Dean of Worceſter, and has quoted ſome Paſſages 


out of his Foviar, which this Anſwerer declares to be oze of 


the beſt Books that ever was wrote for Paſſive Ovedience : Be it ſo, 


* (te uſe his own Phraſe touching the Diſpencing Power in the- 
King, and Liberty of Conſcience) [ will nct difpute that : but I 


will be bold to fay,, it was then at its firſt coming out, one of 
the moſt declared Pieces againit the next apparent Succeſſor 
t2 the Crown, that poſſibly This Age hath produced, (conſfi- 
dering how it came from that Gown whoſe peculiar Excellen- 
cy it is to preach up the Doftrine of the Croſs, ) I am ſure void 
-of all good manners, and whether it.-had-the true Tincure of 


the Church of England*s Religion, and of her ſo much ap-- 


Plauded Loyalty in it, or-not, let the Anſwerer ſeriouſly,like 
a Divine conlider. | | 


Says the Dr. (and yon muſt rememher this, -that He had all 
the while a Popiſh Sncceſfor in his Eye) ſo far are all Thoſe, who 
_ are. ſo tender of the Succeſſion, from having any Tendurneſs for a Po- 
piſh Succeſſor, that they dread him like the Plague, ard therefore . 
ould have had proviſional Laws made to bind ſuch an One, and 


put bim under very cloſe Legal Confinement, iz caſe he ſhould 
be King. | 5 

Eut to go higher, ſpeaking of the Nicknames, which the 
pl:aſanter fort of Chriſtians gave unto Julian, which Johnſon 
{id were Inſtances of their Hatred and Contempt of Julian ; the 


Ir. ſpeaks thus, Perhapsthey were ſo, but not of the an, nor of 


the 


OSS 


OI 


kis very Face. | And then with a very raſh and: intemperate 


- 4 Bread-Worſhipper, 4 Goddeſs-\Worſhipper , «4 Creatufe- 


(9). 


the Emperor, bur of the Apoſtate and Idolater, whom the Chri- 


ſtian Religion would have allowed a Confeſſor to have called fo to 


£b:4 in 
the Intre- 
duct p 3. 


Zeal he” breaks forth into ſcurrilous and irreverent Phraſes by 
way of Application, Be it known unto Mr. ]. ſays he, that many 
of thoſe who have thundered ſo much of late with the Thebaar 
Legion, would think it rather their DUTY, than any. Breach of 
it; to tell ndt only a Popiſh Prince, bat 4 Popiſh King to his Face, 
did he openly profeſs the Popiſh Religion, that he was an Idolater, 


Worſhipper, a» Image-Worſhipper, 4 Wafer-Worſhipper, 


Oc.” which would be a far 'greater Contempt of him, than to nick- 


name him from his Poputh-Idols, and mock him with them behind + 

bis back. — -F would be gladly ſatisfied whether this Re- 

verend Dean (not to urge 1t on the many of. Thoſe, . who, he + 5,yjanim 
ſays, have thundercd ſo much: of late with the Thebzan Legion) pref. Pre- 


now-the ſees a Popiſh King eſtabliſhed by | God alone on the 41m Do- 


mine Reg 
eft direce- 


Throne of his' Anceſtors, and openly - profeſſing the Popiſh 


- Religion ; 1 fay, whether he hath: performed this his Duty to {um 4s. 


him; or during*all theſe three years laſt paſt hath lived in the minium 


fearful Neglect and Breach of "it ? Tf it were his Duty, no C#j' nul 


Prudentials whatſoever ought to have made him'decline it; _ pet-fiF 


(For + Prudence;(as Dr. Sherlock ſays) will not allow us in the neg- fPeus.C', 


' lefF of anypart of our Duty,whatever the Event be.) And if it were 11nſfo.1.b 


not his Duty, why then all thoſe Flowers of ſuch an indecent TP". Cala- 
Rhetorick, unleſs to ſtirup the Populace to the utmoſt Indig- mar pd on; 
nation againſt the * next Heir upon the Line, only Hecanſe his p.., © 
Religion was not conformed to-the preſent Legal Eſtabliſh- *14.inPreF. 
ment. | | 

But this does not ſuffice him yet neither, He thinks jt per- 
haps rather his DUTY than any Breach of it, to declare, that 
if it ſhould pleaſe God for our Sins to plague the Church with ſuch a 
ſpighrfulEnemy of Chriſt, and ſuffer a Popiſh Julian indeed to 
reign over us, 1 here declare, that 'I ſhould believe him uncapable "Fruity: 
of | Repentance,” and upon that Suppoſition ſhould be tempted ro pray ry 2+ 
for bis Deſtrution, as the only means of delivering the Church. 


CG | Bleſſed 


C19): 
Blefled God !. t9 what Extravagant Exceſfes, as the Learned 

©  - Dr. Falkner obſerves, do Men's ungoverned Heats and Paſſions 
Chrijr1ian hurry them | 1f this be one of the Beſt Books that ever was wrote 
Togalty, for Paſſive Obedience, as the Anſwerer ſo poſitively affirms, I 


B.z.C.2. _ 
s : ye know not what could be then a worſe for-1rreverence to a moſt 


Tlluſtrions Prince, who in caſe of Survivance was to be (as now - 

+ F-vian in heis) Þ King by the ordinary Courſe of Hereditary Succeſſion,leeing 
Pref. the Dr. * was very ſerious, and in earneſt, when he delivered this - 
149.207. Dottrine for Emangelical, and (as he ſays of himſelf) he doth - 


xot write raſhly. . » 


Dr. $t41, But whatſoever he ſays, this is but one Doctors Opimon, 


Seafonaby, and I am of another?s who herein informs us a great deal 
Reflect. more honeſtly, That ſuch a Boiſterons Zeal 15 the Frenzy and Ca- + 


Edir.2. lenture-of Religion, which makes men uncapable of all ſober Coun- 
the & cel, and prudent Reſolves, and precipitates them. into the moft wild, 
+ Antempts extravagant,and irrelgious Þ Tranſports. There is . nothing more 
is the Do- pernicious than Zeal, when it gets a head, and bears down all the 


ctors word. =, 1fiderations of Reaſon, and Religion before it. When Men are 
Conſcious to themſelves, that they are engaged in a good Cauſe, and . 
| have honeft Deſigns, it makes them more bold and venturous : For. 


though few men dare own it, yet the Actions of too many ſufficiently 
proclaim, that they think they may ſtrain a point, and diſpence with 
fri Duty, when it is ( as they fancy) to ſerve agood Canſe, 
when the Honour of God, and the Intereſt of Religion 1s concerned : 
ſuch a Zeal does. violently puſh: men forward, but it does not fteer 
well, nor.. obſerve its Compaſs. But ſays he in the next Para- 


idp.21» graph, A true Chriſtian Zeal will not- ſuffer us to tranſgreſs the - 
rift bounds of our. Duty to God, or of our Duty to Men, eſpecially. 


to Kings. and Princes, whatever flattering proſpett of Advantage 
i may give. 


Well, after this Account of ſo good a Book, by way of a. 


juſt and neceſſary Digreſſion, we will now come to conſider 


the Anſwerers Comment upon the Dr's Text, and ſee what 


wiſe work he makes of -it. - He tells us, Dr. Zicks does not 
-Anſ.p.6 ay, that the Diſpencing Power, is one of thoſe Rights which 
are involved in the Notion of Imperial Soveraignty. He has enu- 


merated what the Dr. hds ſaid to be thoſe Rights, and he does | 
| FL. -  3n& 


Kg 
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"not_mention this to he one : but it is agreed on both hands, 
- that the Dr. has ſaid, That the Engliſh Realm 1s a perfe Sove- 
 rajgnty or Empire, and that the King of England, by the Impe- 


rial Laws of it, is a Compleat, Imperial, Indzpeiidant Soutraign ; 
that it 1s a Contradidtion to call this an Imperial Crows unleſs 
he have all thoſe Rights, which are involved in the very Notion of 
bis Imperial Soveraignty. Now ſhall his not naming up all the 
Rights of ſuch a Soveraign, diminiſh, or alter any of them ? 
Does the Dean ſay, that Coining is one of thoſe Rights which 
are involv'd in the very Notion of Imperial Soveraignty, in 
his particular. ſtating and enumerating the Rights of Soveraignty ? 
No, He ſays no ſuch thing; and'yet, I hope, it is ſuch a Right 


bid 


o-— 
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of Caſars, that is eſſential ro the. Notion of Soveraign Power ;, for + Dr 'Sferl. 


Dr. Sherlock aſſures us, | That Coining of Money is as certain a 


Mark of Soveraignty, as making Laws, or the Power of the Sword. 
Then * is it not a Ridiculous Inference to ſay, that He who owns all 


ſays is a Right of Soveraignty ? When the Law determines 


'this Diſpencing Power to be a Right in the King, can the 


Dean be underſtood not to own This as a Right, that affirms 


Tin the Generality, that he hath All the Rights of an Impe- 


rial Soveraign ? I think this is not affixing ſuch a Conſequence to 
his Words, but what is both 4 Conſequence, and his, For who- 
ſoever owns the Power, muſt own all Incidents ſo inſepa, 


[rable, that without them there could be no ſuch Power ; who- 


ever denies any ſuch Incident, as effectually denies the Power, 


as if he did it in expreſs Terms ; and whoever owns the 
Power, as effeQually owns all the Incidents. BR. 


Methinks they are very unequal, who charge thoſe of the 


- Church of Rome with Conſequences which the Perſons charg- 
ed believe neither to be Conſequences, nor theirs, and yet will 
have it, that they, who argue from the Practice and Conſe- 


quential Conceſſions of others, do themſelves own no more than 


"what they believe they do own : which Belief is variable an- 
_ cording to the Circumſtances which make them willing to be- 
lieve one way or other, while the Rights of Government are 


unchangeable. 


iC 2 -But 


Caſe of 


ReſiR. 


p.56-&c* 


[d-p-56. 


"the Rights of Soveraignty, owns no more, than what he himſelf *CAnſp-7 


[d.p: 5: 


Forjan, 
P 200. *© 


Anſp 4. 


( 12 E, : 
Ent the plain Engliſh of the matter is this ; The King had 


ſich Rights whilſt they made for the Clergy of Englara, lut.. 


though he hath ſtill the ſame Power and Authority, there js 
now a ſecret Charm which reftrains the Exerciſe of it : *Tis 


a Goliai”s. Svrord, which ought to be treaſured vp, and te- _ 


{ſerved for the ſervice of the Sanctuary. : 

Ay, but the Dean has enumerated Five Rights of ſuch a 
Soveraign : What if he had fcrgot one of them ? 1 hope the 
King muſt not have lolt it therefore 3 nor would 1t have been 
juſt for the Anſwerer to have faid, that Dr. Hicks did not 
01 he had that Right, becauſe,he did not name it :, For the 
ſame reaſon, as to. the Point in, queſtion, when our: Author 


15 


kad cited an Anthority, and many more he might have done, 


that the Power of diſpencing with Penal Laws 1s a Right of - 
an Imperial Soveraign, he might very well be allowed to 


quote Dr. His as an Authority for the Kings Diſpencing 
Power, wio, be ſays, is an Imperial Soveraign, and harh af 
the Rights involved in the formal conception of Imperial Soveraign- 
ty: and rhis, with as much, cr more, Teaſcn, than the An» 
{werer makes the Compariſon of a Popiſh Prieſts owning the 
Snpremacy 'by owning the Imperial Soveraignty : If indeed 
Snpremacy yere acknowledged by him to be a Right of every 

moerial Soveraizn, then his Inſtance might have been made z 
f5r the Diſpencii!s Pawer is now acknowledged even by our 
Anſar binſcIf to be a Right of the Crown, -as much as the 
Trdge's Opinion can make it ; and thereicre it mult be taken 


25 4 Right of perfe&t Soveraignty , which are within the . 


ws; 


Words cf Dr. Eicks. And now. let the .Reader juage who is 
tae better Reaſoner, the Anſwerer or the Author. But the 
Anſwerer was reſolv'd to find, or make a Loop-hole for the 


Dotor to {i;p Collar when he pleaſea, or to contriye fuch an 
Expedient for tim, that as the time ſerves, . he ſhall be a High. , 
 Prerogative-Divine for aſſerting the King to be an Imperial So- 


veraign, and to have all the Rights of ſuch.a One; but when 
the Tide turns, and the Scene a little changes, then truly ! e 
will [till own the Prince to be an 1mptrial Soveraign, but not 
in that Sence as others mean, but as he means, and he means 
as lie pleaſes to mean, viz. An Imperial Soveraign that hath 


ſd . 


_ ee 
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. a natural Impearment or Imverfettion. 


(33) 
ſo many Rights as he thinks fit to give him, but that cannot 
diſpence with Laws, that hath the Legiſlative Power , but ſhall 
be limited a: to the Exerciſe of this Power : &nd This is the new- 
faſhion*d Imperial Soveraign to ſ:rve upon this occaſion. 
This is but meer Shift and Equivocation, as well as the In- 
ſtance or Compariſon of the Popiſh Prieſt ; for the Anſwerer 


Anſ.p.7, A ; 


muſt acknowledge the Kings Eccleſiaſti-al Supremacy to be a 


Right of his Crown ex vi Termini, an1 muſt be included in 
it, tho? he has not named it, ſuppoſing he means to continue 
a Proteſtant ; Then any . Proteſtant might ſay, that if he ac- 
knowledge the Rights of the Crown, he docs alſo acknow- 


' ledge that Right ; bur the Concluſion would not hold upon a 
' Popiſh Prieſt : The ſame reaſon there is for the Power of 


Diſpencing, ſince the Judges have declared-it to be Law. 

But admit the Dean has not owned this Power in expreſs 
Terms, -I hope the Anſwerer will ay he comes very near to 
the purpoſe, if he does not ſhoor vaſtly beyond the Mark. He 
lays, It is the Lex Legum, or great ſtanaing Law of this Inhe- 


Id.p.23. * 


ritable Kingdom, that nothing is to be conſented to in Parliament , ao, pail, 
' which tends to the diſinheriſon of the Crown, whereunto they are 43 E.3.n.7 


ſean. This is the Great Rule by which all Atts of Parliament are 
to be framed, and if any 
ard void from the beginning, as Marriage with a Perſon, who hath 
By this Supream Inviolable 
Law, © an Act of Parliament for debarring the King of the 


: *Service- of his SubjeRts, . would be null and void from the 


; prived the Subjects of paying their Natural Service to their 


# 
' 
- 


all ſcaſons when need ſhall require ; 1 fay, if any ſuch Acts have 


"Beginning. - Now-if there be any ſuch Ads that have,de- 


King, ro which they are bound by the Duty of their Allegiance, at 


of them tranſareſs it, they are as null E 


071an, it 
cef... 


I H.7.C. 
I 8, vid.3 Ss 
H. 8.C.12. 


| bzen made, -can any one imagine Dr. Hicks does not in Con- in Raflak 


» 
| 


awhile all trift Obſervance of ſuch Laws, when He ſays-fo pe- 


ſcience believe, that the King, who by the Laws Imperial of 


this Realm, is declared to be a Free, Unconditional, and Indepen- Fovian, 


theſe Laws, or, as Dr. Sanderſon phraſes it, of ſcrting aſide for 


remptorily, that thty are zll and void in themſelves from. the - 
beginning ? VT ; | 


| dant Soveraign, has notat leaſt a Power of diſpencing with P'*#5* 
Anſ.p.1ts 


And - 


l'veÞege 


 Thid. 
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(14) 


zAna does not Dr. Hicks hare more than own the Great 


Point lately adjudged in Weſtminſfter-Hall, upon that AR of 


Parliament which requires a Teſt from all ſuch Perſons the 
King ſhall think fit to imploy in his Service ? | 


The next Authority is Arch-Biſhop Bancroft, and the An. 
 ſwerer wonders he would cite that for two Reaſons. 
1. Becauſe my Lord Coke contradicted the Arch-Biſhop in 


point, which was, that the Authority which the Biſhop ſaid w 
in the King, of determining what Cauſes he pleaſed, belonged ty 


. kim by the Word of Godin <-ripture, and was clear in Divinny? 


Now I wonder more to find this given for a Reaſon; for 
does the Lawyer's Opinion convert the Biſhop, that it is not 
his Opinion any longer ? or would the Anſwerer make the 
Lawyer to be better read, and to have more skill, than the 
Biſhop, as well in Divinity (of which the Biſhop only make 


his Poſition). as-in Law ? 


2. -The ſecond Reaſon againſt this Citation is, becauſe the 


Author cannot prove the Dijſpencing Power from this ; for the 
King might determine according to Law, as the Judges do. | 


I know what is the Duty of Judges very well, if not, Dr. 


: Sherlock is ready to inform both Him and me, how very dange- 


rous it 3s for any Subject, much more for any Judge, to ſerve bi - 


Prince contrary to Law. . Though the Prince himſelf 3s unaccoun- 
able and irreſiſtible, yet his Miniſters may be calPd to an account, 


and be puniſht for it ; and the Prince may think fit to look on quietly, | 


and ſee it done : or if they eſcape at preſent, yet it may be tim: 


enough to ſuffer for it under the next Prince ; which we ſee by exe- | 


rience makes all men wary how they ſerve their Prince againſt Lan. 


None but perſons of deſperate Fortunes will do this barefaced ; and 
thoſe are not always to be met with, and as ſeldom fit to be imployed. 


And yet th:ſe are only the Political Laws of the Kingdom, 


which ought to be the Rule and Standard of the Judge's De- | 


terminations : But the Anſwerer either is now of another 


-Bifbap y- Mind,or elſe is very unwilling to let his Readers know, (what | 


fher's 


 *Power of 4 
the Prince, Ar 
P-35.71d- 
37» 


has been taught us by the Gown ag by Law eſtabliſhed ) | 
the King is above the Reſtraints and Limitations of his | 


Political Laws, for by the Name of King ( as Greg, Nyſlen noteth) 
we underſtand ſuch an One who hath abſolute Power Wag 
An 
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(15) 

| And therefore when he finds, that is, judges-it” cofivenient 

| for the general eaſe of his People, he 'may make uſe of his 
Imperial, or Prerogative Laws ; and by them may diſpence 
with ſome that are Poltrical ; and we are all bound to ſubmit 
tothis his /mperial Power, if it does not contradict the Divine. 


| ſpondent 4n every circumſtance to Laws National and Municipal ) ry p.1g. - 


» no Subject may without hazard of his own Damnation, in rebelling 
againſt God, queſtion, or aiſobey the Will and Pleaſure of his So= Chriſtian | 
veraign. . | . Loyalty, - 


It was well aſſerted by St. Auſtin,” fays the Reverend Dr. Fatk- £39 
ze in his Chriſtian Loyalty, (which Dr * Hicks ſays 18) a Book, þp.zg2, 


which ought tbe read by every Engliſh Subjett, that Subjefts may St. Ang.” 
and ought to obey thew Prince's Commanas, where they are certain cont.Farvft. 


that what he commands, is not againſt the Command of God ;, and 22 &78+ 

even where they are not certain that it is ſo. And, ſays he again Chriftian- 
' inthenext page, We muſt acknowledge the Truth of what Hiero- Love 

cles aſſerted, even from the Principles of Equity and Reaſon, that p.303. © 
. Parents are no where elſe to. be aiſobeyed, but where themſelves are Hier. in” 

nt obedient to the Divine Precepts. And the Duty of Princes is of TY28: 

a like Nature. 0, 4 


And faith Dr. Daziel Featly, When the Commands of God and Iys League 


' of bis ice-gerent upon Earth, claſh not one againſt another, St. illegal, 
Bernards Dottrine 15 moſt true, we muſt obey him as God, who ts Þ? "7+ * 


 mihe Placeof God, yu thoſe things which are not againſt God. -- 


We muſt be ſure, as the Reverend Dr. Gel teaches us, if we . 
refuſe to obey, that the Higheft God, and the Higher Powers com- qu 
; mand contrary things. - | | 2 Vol. $)}. 
| All our Prerogative Divines have run in this conftant Stream, 146. 


> Sx CHO” Y 
- 


and therefore Dr. Hicks might very well tell us, 

| © That the Government conſiſts 1n the Imperial, as well as the Po- 

| Inical Laws : and that - ; 

| Whatſoever the Imperial Laws of any Government require of its 
Subjects, 1f it be not contrary to Gods Laws, they are bound to 
wb. "On Or Pa The 


Jowansp. 


205 ,206. 


Dr. Elk © 


(16) 


"Uſher, ue | The Reaſon is, becauſe, as Lewis of Baviere ſheweth large« 


ſup.p.64. ly in one of his Reſcripts out of the Canon-Law it ſelf, The | 


Ex quibus 

© als 

Pluribus, 

que brevitatis canſa dimittuntur, clare patet, quod poteſlas © Authoritas imperialic et 

+50 rages? 2 ſolo Deo. Lud. .mp. apol. in Append ad- Hen. Robdorfenſis Annal, a M, 
rebero edits | 


Fmperial Power and Authority ts immediately from God alone. 


Which doubtleſs made Dr. Manwayring in his aforeſaid 
Dr. M#n- Sermon to conclude, That all the Significations of a Royal Plea- 
poying. ſure, are, and ought to be, to all Loyal Subjefts, in the nature and 

"ep * force of a Command. | ITLAM 
/ Thus we ſce, that tho? the Judges are. bound to a ſtrid 
/ Obſervance of the Political Lams themſelves, yet it- is clear 
' - otherwiſe in the caſe of the King, who is Load of the 
Laws, and may determine a little, where he ſeeth cauſe ac- 
cording to an: Arbitrary Right, that is, his Soveraign Plex 
ſure ;- which (where the Anſwerer's Dottrine"of Non-refi- 
ſtance is received) is ſerting aſide the Law, but forithe World 
-it muſt not be called Diſpencing : hope the Anſwerer does not 

1o diſpence the Goſpel, whoever he be. | 

As for the Quotation from Arch-Biſhop Land, the Great 
Martyr, tho? -he ſays expreſly, That the Supream Magiſtrate 


\Anſ.p.19. may diff ewe quoad bic & nunc,) and mult not the King'be Judge - 


in this Caſe ? )) yet the An{werer will not have this Diſpenſa- 
tion to be an Abſolute and Unlimited Diſpenſation, nor to reath 


the Plenitude of the Diſpencing Power. Nor'do I find the A | 


TT Co NY 


© thor *offering any where to ſhew it is, 'ttor how far this Power - 
ivid. of Diſpencing may extend: He; no doubt, thought it ſufficient, | 


from the Authcrity of this Reverend Prelate, - to prove, that 

'the-King had ſuch a Prerogative' in him as to diſpence with Penal 

Laws in particular Caſes, and upon particular neceſſary Reaſons: 

Aud certainly this is acknowledged plain enough by our F+ 

ibid. . 2204s Arch-Biſhop. Land, "whoſe Judgment (ſays the Anſwere!) 
would weigh more with me, than ſome'orher Mens Reaſons. Thi 

does mean, i(or it muſt have no application) the Judge's Ree 

$93.2, ſons ; and then here is a manifeſt preference of a Churchma# 
 Fudgment in a point of - Law about the - King"s Prerogative ” _ 
: | | - IEA oy 
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: (17) "RE 
{Reaſons upon which that Opinion of Law was grounded : 
Tho in the beginning of his Anſwer hedoes ſo wrangle at the 


- Author for putting any ſtreſs upon the Fudgment of Churchinen in 


- matters of Law, ſeeing no Man's Opinion ts of any value, 
but in ſuch things wherein he is skilled ; and a Churchman does not 
ſignifie One, who is skilled in Law, but in Divinty. 

But he wiſhes the Author had concealed the Judgment of this 


*Great Arch-Biſhop ; and why that ? is he offended becauſe he 
' has told him the Truth ? no, but for another Reaſon or two 


which may be gueſled at without conjuring ; but then he ſays, 


bis Comfort is, He was but a Divine, and therefo;e his Fudgment 
:not Authentick in ſuch matters any farther than the Author has made 
it ſo, by appealing to it. What a piteous come off is here? why 
«then, if it mult be ſo, let it be ſo. 


ib'd. 


id.p 155 


Having done with this Arch-Prelate, the Anſwerer pro- - 


*ceeds to make long Notes (from pag. 10, to 20.) upon the 
\Quotation 'from Arch-Biſhop Uſher, who wrote an Excellent 
Book concerning the 'Power communicated by God to the Prince, 


&c. cites what Biſhop Sanderſon ſays in the Preface to it, and 


tells us, that Arch-Biſhop Vſher only 'conſidered what Rights be- 
-long to the Soverazgn Power, where ever it 1s, by the conſent of 
Scriptures, Fathers, Councels, and Heathen-Writers, who followed 
the-Light and Condutt of Natural Reaſon; and that the Kings of 
England are Soveraign Princes, and therefore have all the Rights 
of Soveraignty belonging to their Crowns ; but he intended mot to 


medale with the particular Laws and Conſtitutions of theſe King- 
Now what does all this reſult to ? is it to ſhew, that 
by the Conſent of Scriptures, Fathers, Councels, and Feathen- 
Writers, the Kings of England have all the Rights of Sove- 


'raignty veſted in them, but (here comes in the kick of the 


'Foot that flings all down again) they are crampt in the exer- 
ciſe of this their Soveraignty, by the particular Laws and Con- 
ftitutions of the Kingaom ? This would be moſt egregiouſly to 
play faſt and looſe with one's Prince, which I can never think 


he deſigned to do by that moſt admirable Treatiſe, it being a 


Piece of Knavery infinitely below the virtue and dignity of 
that Eminent Primate: This would be indeed to form fire Ro- 
mantick Ideas of Soveraign Power that muſt not be put in pra- 

D Qiſe ; 


id,p.13« 
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Qiſe; it would be to ſet the particular Laws of a Countrey. 


above Gods Law, which ſignifies the unwritten Law of Nature, or 
the written Word, and which ali Chriſtians are bound primarily 


to obey. It would ſuppoſe them to be neither conformahle 


zo. Scriptures, Fathers, Councels, nor natural Reaſon, and is a 


very wiſe Defence of thoſe Laws, for which the Drun-Eccle. | 


fraff ick is now beating up. I ſhould think this to be but a wretch- 
ed Ccmplimert t0 a Chriſtian Prince, to tell him, that by the 
conſent of Scriptures, Fathers, Corncels, and Heathen-Vriters he 
world be as ſupreme, abſolute, and unlimited 1n his Soveraignty, 
as the Great Turk, or the Mogul, if it were not for the miſchief 
of his own Laws, which reſtrain him in the Exerciſe of that 
ran Power, EEE: | 

Well, but fays this Anſwerer,.the Arch-Biſhop does not medale 
with the particular Laws and Conſtitutions of theſe Kingdoms. 


No? But whatever he þas aſſerted to be the juſt right and . 


power of, Princes,. he has.a{cribed to our Kings, or I cannot 
underſtand to what end it ſerved, ſeing . it was written by the 
Femerend axd Learned Author, at tie ſpecial Command' of onr late 
Grations Soveraign (of Bleſſed Memory) King Charles I. about 
rhe rime when thoſe nnhappy Diſtempers aid fir ft begin to appear 


erexly 1m our Land, as Biſhop Sanderſon informs us, and (as he . 


tells us further) as the main deſign of the whole Work is that which 
is containes in the latter pars thereof,, concerning the Duty of Sub- 


jets: That 6! the Kings Liege-People might know they were 1n their . 
Conſ{ciences (borh by the Law of God and their own Native Condi- | 
tion ) bound to hold cloſe to their Allegiance and Obeatence to the | 


TURE: >, 


Kings moſt Excellent AMajiſty, fo He ſaw it moſ? agreeable to the . | 


Laws of good Acthod, thar be” ſhould firſt eſtabliſh the Prince's 
Power «fon the right Bottom, and thence demonſtrarively infer and 
er; orce the Subjetts Duty as a neceſſary C onſequente thereof ; like 4 
wiſe MMefter-builder, laying the Ground-work ſure, that the Stru- 
&ure might riſe the firmer. For upon the Right ſtating of theſe two 
Duftions | concerning the Power of Soveraign Princes, what it is, 
aud whence it is * dependeth the true deciſion of all fuch Emergent 
Differences and Controverſies as may ariſe at any time berween 
Frinces and ther Subjetts, and con[equently the ſafety and fecurity 
of both ; and conſequently to thoſe, the peace and happineſs of all 


Kingaoms, States, and Common-wealths. By 


I (19) 


By what hath been ſaid, the Reader will eaſily perceive; 


* that this Treatiſe was deſigned to be of that nature, . 2s ſhould 


carry weight and evidence with it for the ſettling of mens 


. Judgments and Conſciences aright, and that their affetions 


ſhould not be ſowred towards their Governours ; and it is 4 
matter of very great and univerſal concerxment (for both Prince 


* and People, thar ts, all Mankind, are concerned in it ) that the two 
Points infiſted upon in that Treatiſe ſhould be well known and rightly 
' #nderſtood. f 


Now the Arch-Biſhop has, upon a full Search izto the Ground 


4 ' of Soveraignty, deduced the Original thereof from no lower an head 


than Heaven it ſelf, and has told us, that our Government ts 4 


Free Monarchy, and that the Supream Authority reſteth ſolely in * 


the Perſon of the King ; and that the High Court of Parliament 
by a Special Af has declared, that the Kings Highneſs muſt be ac- 
knowledged to be the ONLY SUPREME GOVERNOUR of h#s 


' Domintons in all Cauſes whatſoever : He having, 1 ſay, acquaint- 


 'ed us with all this, I cannot ſufficiently wonder at the Incon- 


. : \ . 
_ USER: 


' : ſiderateneſs, or Petverſneſs rather of this Anſwerer, that ſo 
'' _ boldly tells us, The Arch-Biſhop does not meddle with the particu- 
' lar Laws of theſe Kingdoms : For what can bea more direct and 
.particular Contradiction of himſelf, than this Inſtance I have 


here advanced ? . 3 4-7 | by 
And now I will leave the Intelligent Reader to Judge, whe- 


ther what che Author has alledged to prove from the Arch-Biſhop, 
' does not determine this Point of the Diſpencing Power to be in the 


King. The Words of his Quotation follow. . | 
Poſitive Laws bring (as other Works of Men are ) imperfet, and 


' wot free from many Diſcommodities, if the ſtrift obſervation there- 


of ſhould 'be purſued in every particular ; it is fit the SUPREME 
GOVERNOUR. ſhould nor himſelf only be exempred from ſubjefti- 
"02 thereunto, but alſo be ſo far LORD OVER THEM, that 
here hs ſeeth cauſe, he may abate, or totally remit the Penalty 1n- 
curred by the Breach of them, DISPENCE WITH others for the 
not obſerving of them at all, yea, and generally* fiend the Exccu- 
tion of them, when by experience he ſhall find the” Tnconveniencies to 
be greater than the Profit that was expetted frould redound there 

wato the Common-wealth. | 
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( 20 ) 


I think ſcarce any thing can be faid more expreſs in point. 


thay this; and as it happens the Anſwerer has here the Inge- 
nnity to confef, that he doth rot ſee one word 1# this, but mhat us 


the Undoubred Right of the Supreme Executive Power, Which in 


Enziand AV men "agree to be the King : Why then, if the Ex- 


eerrtive Power (1. C. the King) can diſpence with Laws, which. 
. is his own Conceſflion ; has he not here too granted the Point 
What then is all the reſt of his Book, 


he lahours to oppoſe ? 
but truly Iabour in vain ? 


But the Anſwerer will not ſuffer this to be true.any longer, 


tho' himſelf, as well as the Arch-Bifhop, has plainly, faid it : 
but here (as upon all the other Quot | (—_ of -the Author) he 
muſe be putting his own new-fangle 


of it IS, becauſe all men cannot underſtand them in the An- 


ſwerer's ſence, and by no means would he give them the free. 


Exerciſe of their own in this matter. Indeed he does own 
there is a Diſpencing Power, when Laws, that. were intended 


for the Publick Good, become otherwite, and in this] am per- . 


fetily of kis mind, and fo, I believe, is every man that conſiders 
ary mrs ; and that for this. Reaſon, becauſe there are ſome 
pirticular Caizrs 
the making of Laws; but he will needs ſet up to be Judge 


himſcif. what are-2ood and bad; whereas others think, and - 
a'l / Loyal Men are ſure, that 1t rather belongs to the Supreme 


Exccutive Power to be Judge; becauſe it is plain, that where 
this Power may diſpence with One, he may. with more, when 
he ſees them not conducing to the Weal of his People; and 
tnereby many mer may find refuge and ſanftuary in the Clemency 


ana Soveraign Power of the Prince, which otherwiſe, they could 


not Cx pet from the Severities of the Law, whenever it ſhould be 


thovght good by buiie Men of Authority. to put them in Exs- . 


ecuUtion-. 


Well, but ha: not the Prince bound himſelf by Oath to God and 


his Conntrey, that he will obſerve the Laws ? I wad gladly ask 


this Aniverer, wherher the 7 eregative, or Imperial Lans, be 


not 


Interpretations-upon it, 
and every body mult take it:that way, unleſs they havea mind 
to fail under his juſ# Inazgnation ; He 1s angry with the Author 
for quoting ſuch patt Words, and perhaps the chiefelt reaſon . 


that are not , nor. can be, conſiderel in. 
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not 2 Part. and as Principal a Part of the Laws of the King- Cs '# 
dom, as any 2ther ? If ſo, then not to exerciſe that Part of 344 *® 
his Power, which God and Nature have given him, (and 
which no-Inferiour Power of Man can limit, nor make any 
Law.of Preſcription againſt) © and to whom (ſaith BraGon) p:q 
« belongs the Interpretation of all Laws, when made, (not in Cheflor's 
« plain caſes, but in new Queſtions, and emergent Doubts : ) of Sermon in 
« which the King was the Firſt, and muſt he the laſt Judge too. 2 ©9'- 

I ay, it would be more a Breach of this Oath, for the rs 
Prince not to exerciſe this part of his Power when he ſhall "Ai 
j ge it neceſſary for the publick Good and.Safety, than for 168585. 
him, in no caſe whatever, not to alter the Ordinary Me- $:24-25; 
thods of his Government. Biſhop Sanderſon therefore holds Dveb-cO.rhy 
only that Princes bave .veen limited and bounded in the ordinary —_— 
Exerciſe of their Soveraignty by ſuch Laws and Cuſtoms as they Se& 12. 
themſelves have conſeuted to and allowed, This is very well ex- Anſ'p.1y- 
plained by the Learned Sir Robert Filmer Baronet, in his ex- Patriarcha 
cellent Diſcourſe called Patriarcha, One of the moſt learned and no 
loyal Gentlemen of the laſt Age, who, as the Author of the E- Dute of 
piſtle Dedicatory to his Grace the preſent Duke of Beauforr, Beaufort 
fays of him, dared to be true to the Crown, when his Fidelity Sms 
conld entitle him to Nothing, but the Glory of living and dying a —_— 
Good Subje&, with the hazard of bis Life and Fortunes : G 695, 7 
ject, with the hazard of n1s Life and Fortunes : General 1685, 
Laws, ſays He, made in Parlament may upon known reſpects to Variarcha - 
the King by his Azthority, be mitigated or ſuſpended, »po07 Canſes 1I® 
euly known to him. And although a King do frame all his Aftions 
to be according to- the Laws, yet he 15s not bound tiereto, but at his | 
Good Will,” and.for good Exampl:: or fo far forth 2s the general = wi 
Ow of the Safety. of the Common-Wealth ah ' Naturally bind Prince, 
h118., | 39. 
And indeed it would b2 Nonſence to fappoſe the Power ; 
whereby a Narion is governed, to be tied up from doing wiat 
ſhall be judged needful for the Profervation of the Nation : 
and all Oaths to the contrary would be 751d 1n themſelves for 
the Power 15 no further bound by th:2, than according tO 


Equity and Jullice. 


A ” - 


It is the Freros -. 'eC Afi. 2% 4 [owe +7 oy 2ronet, to be Partiarcha 
ABOVE ALL-LAVYS, jor te Goo cz: 0 (ai are under Roa te 
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' Piowd. | the Laws ; and therefore it is, as the Learned Commentator 
67, mn ingeniouſly obſerves, that the King s to be favoured in the Ex- 
b bel rod poſiticn of any Att, becauſe it is not an Ai without the Kings Aſ- 
Barkiay, ſcrt, and who will imagine that when the King gives his Royal Af 

| ſent, he thereby means to prejudice himſelf, and to r:ſtr1in his Li- 
berty ; but he aſſents it ſhall be a Law among bis Subjects, 

Power of Agrecably hereunto ſays Arch-Biſhop Uſher in his Power of 
thePrince +e Prixce, The Prince makes the Laws, not to himſelf, but to his 
Be 7 _ Subjefts, to whom he-ſtandeth no ways accountable for his own not 
obſerving any of them. — 

If the King ſhould bind himſelf by a Law, it is always to 
be underſtood and ſuppoſed, that he does not, nor cannot 
bind himſelf againſt tie publick Good, for which He gave 
his Aſent to make that a Law ; for that -wonld be to dero- 
gate from the Prerogative of Soveraignty, and rhe Imperial 


Hal - F, Crown can be diveſted of no part of Syveraign Power, as the An- 
6: Fumd ſwerer himſelf ſays; :nay, as the preſent Biſhop of Cheſter 


u:ſup.p.:o ECuLy telis us, Toe King himſclf cannot aueſt himfelf* of his Su- 
Anf. p. .g. premacy, Therefore #1 thoſe things that are mutable, and vary- 
pee Rovert 1ng (of which the Prince only muſt be Judge) He is to vary; 
Power of for norwithſtandeng all Oaths, fays the aforementioned Baronet, 
King:prin- the Prince may derogate from the Laws, or fruſtrate, or diſanul the 
ted 168» ſame, the Reafin and Equity of them ceaſing ;, and there the Dj- 
p p penſation with t e Letter of the Law is to be adnarted. - 
tj In this. Sence, no doubt, it is meant by Sir Roberr Filmer, 
-reehold- | ws : 
er: Grand 8 H.4. Poteftas Punctpts non eff incluſa Legidus, 
Enqueſt, the Power of the Prince is not included in the Laws. 
P.4 - Beſides, the Anſwerer confeſſes, That becauſe humane Laws 
Gas * do AE Paperfectt, therefore there mujt be a living Authority to ſupply 
S14-op6> their Defetts, and ro temper their Severities, and to pity and re- 
£7! cu live Suvjcets, when the Caſe 1s truly pitydble : And who, I pray, 
£5 79% ouzht to be judge of that, but the King, who is Gows Miniſter 
Rom £70 zu for Gced, even God's Miniſter attenaing continually upon this 
$2.4, © 6, Cry t5iig? Now none will deny, but this Living Authority, 
Ark, p. 19, Which interprets Laws, corretts their - Faults, ſupplies their De- 
+ Stering- fefts, and tempers them to particular Emergencies, and Caſes, 
bam 5 5W- muſt be Þ a Fower al:rays exiſtent, to aft as new Occaſions ſnall a- 
Ge riſe, which requires tae E cerciſe of that Pomcr, or the Interpreta- 
afloricd, 3 Tre FEGUITES 13C NC 0 '9 or Pp : 
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ton of that Law would be retarded, and the Subjeft would be ſo far - 


from receiving benefit by rhe Law, for want of ſuch Interpretation, 


a that it would turn to his extraordinary Damage and prejudice. 


This Power muſt neceſſarily then be lodged in the King, becauſe 


he is always exiſtent. - 

And Statmes are but Declarations of the Royal Power ; 
Power it felf with the ſeveral modifications and qualificatioas of it, 1s 
more Arntient than any Statute, and cannot ve limited or reſtrained 
by an Fog in any thing that tends to the derogation or diminution of 
Majeſty. | 

The Learned and ingenious Edward Chamberlain, DcQor 
of Laws, In his Preſent State of England, tells us, Some Prero- 


. 


the I4.y. 32+ :: 


Preſent 
State of 


gatives are ſo Eſſential to Royalty, that they are for ever inherent in England. 
the Crown, and make the Crown; they are like the Sun-bcams in 16Edit. 
the Sun, and as inſeparable from it ;, and therefore it us held by great P. 36:37 


Lawyers, that a Prerogative in Point of Government cannot be re- 
ſtrained or bound by At of Parliament, but it is as unalterable as 
the Laws of the Medes and Perſians. 


The Learned Door Fohn Cowell, ſometime the King's. 


Majeſties Profeſſor of the Civil Law in the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, and Þ a: Great a Man as Sir Edward Coke, af- + ttirmo: 
firms, That the King is ABOVE THE LAW by his Abſolute ny of Di- 
Power, And he quotes Brat. lib. 1. c. 8. Kitch. fol. 1. and ſays, Yiniry and 


Though for the better and equal courſe in making Laws, he do ad- 


aws,1ln 


ref. 


mit the Three Eftates, that 1s, the Lords Spiritual, Lords Tempo- » yy. &g. 
ral, and the Commons unto Council, yet this , in divers Learned wei's In- 


mens Opinions, 1s not of conſtraint, but of his own benignity, or by 
reaſon of his Promiſe made upon Oath at the time of his Coronation. 
For otherwiſe were he a Subje&F ater a ſort, and ſubordinate, which 


may wot be thought without Breach of Duty and Loyalty. For then 


muſt we deny him to be ABOVE THE LAW, and to have x0 
prwer of Diſpencing with any Poſitive Law, or of grantizg” eſpe- 


{ cial Privileages and Charters unto Any, whic\) is bu: only and clear 


| pub. Anglica ; and Bratton ib. 2. c. 16. num. 3. and Friten ca. 


Right, as Sir Thomas Smith well expreſſceh, lib. 1. C. 3. de Re- 


39. And a little lower the Interpreter tells us, That thogh 


cerpretety 
tit, Kings 


vid. Blazk- * 
Wood in 
Apologia . 


| ut his Coronation the King takes an Oh, ne! to alter the Laws of Regum, - 
the. Land, yet his Oath notwit! fading, he may alter or ſuſpend cap.11, 


any 


$E.4. 
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any particular Law that ſeemeth hurtful to the Publick State. 
This certainly made Tingworth, Chief Baron of the Fx: 


* chequer long before to declare, That the King is left to his Ele- 


Fon either to uſe the Law of his Prerogative, or to uſe the Lam of 
the ſpecial Law of an Act of Parliament. . Ls 

But though by making a Law, as the Anſwerer confeſſes, he 
does not immediately oblige himſelf, yet by his Oath he may. 

I will ſhew You how far this is trae in the words of the faid 
Sir Robert Filmer, taken out of his Excellent Diſcourſe called 
Patriarcha,which(as the Reverend. Doctor Peter Heyliz ſays,of 
his Dear and Honoured Friend Concerning this Book in a Letter 
written to Sir Edward, Son of that worthy Author, ) had he 
pleaſed to have ſuffered, while he was alive, to appear in Publick, 
it world have given ſuch fatisfattion to all our Great Mafters in the 
Schools of Polity, that all other Trattates in that kind had beer 

ound unneceſſary. He, in anſwer to thoſe who affirm, That 
although Laws of themſclves do not bind Kings, yet the Oaths of 
Kings at their Corcnation tye them to keep all the Laws of their 
Kingdoms, ſays, How far this is tra, let us but examine the Oath 


' of the Kings of England at their Coronation ;' the words whereof 


Mills of 
|Nobility. 


are theſe, < Art thou pleaſed to cauſe to be adminiſtred in all 
<« thy Judgments indifferent and upright Juſtice, and to uſe 
& diſcretion with Mercy, and Verity ? Art Thou pleaſed that 
*< our Upright Laws and Cuſtoms be obſerved, and dock 
© thou promiſe that thoſe ſhall be protefted and maintained 
& by thee ? Theſe two are the Articles of the King*s Oath, which 
concern the Laity, or Subjefts in general ; to which the King an- 
fwers afſfrmatively. Being fr ſt demanded by the Arch-Biſhop of 
Carterbury, © Pleaſeth it You to confirm and obſerve the Laws 


<« 2nd Cuſtoms of Ancient times, granted from God, by Jult 
"© 2nd Devout Kings unto the Exzgiſh Nation, by Oath unto 


<« the ſame People ? Eſpecially the Laws, Liberties, and Cu- 
© ſtoms granted unto the Clergy and Laity by the Famous 
« King Edward ? | 

We may obſerve in theſe words of the Articles of the 'Oath, That 
the King 1s required to obſerve not All the Laws, bat only the Up- 


tan ha > hs i od 40 ELOIABES <<, wm, 
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right, and That ' with Diſcretion and Mercy. The word Upright | 


cannot mean all Laws, becauſe in the Oath of Richard the _ 


a 
5 
4 

: 


_ 4 in his Judgment are zprigkr, ard 


_ (is) 
1 pnd evil and unjuſt Laws mentioned, which the King fwecars td 
avolifh ;, and in the old Abridgment of Statutes,” ſer forth 2 Hen- 
ry the Eighth"s Days, the King is to ſwear wioly to put out cvil 
Laws ; whic' he cannot do, if he be bonnd to all L:ws. Now what 
Laws are #pright and what evil, who ſhall jx.ag but the King ? ſixce 
he ſwears to adminiſter upright Fuſe ice with Diſcretion and Mercy; 
(or as Bracton hath i ) zquitatem precipiat, & miſericordiam. 
So that in effeit; the King. doth ſwear to keep no Laws, but ſycc/ 
' t:.oſe r:0t litcrally always, 
but according to the Equity of kis Conſcience, joyned with Aﬀcrcy, 
which is properly the. Office of a Chancelor rather than of a Fudge ; 
and if a King did ſtrittly ſwear to otſcrve-all the Laws, he could 
not without Perjury give his conſent to the repealing or abrogatin 
of any Statute by At of Parliament , which would be very my, 
chiewable to the. State. 

And likewiſe ſaith the fame learned Baronet, in his Trea- 
tiſe called, the Power of Kings, the* Laws, Ordinances , Let- 
ters Patents, Priviledges, and Grants of Princes, have no force 
but during their Life ;, if they be not ratified by the cpreſs conſent, 
or at leaſt.by ſufferance of the Prince+ following, who had know- 
keg thereof. | 

Lf the Severaign Prince be exempted from the Laws of his Pre- 
decefſors, much leſs ſhall be be bound unto the Lews ke maketh kim- 
ſelf ; for a Man may wcdll receive a Law from ansther Man, but 
impoſſible it #5 1n_ Nature for to give a Lew unto himſelf, no more 
than it 15 to command a Man's ſelf in a Aatter depending of his 
own Will : There can be no Obligation which taketh State 
from the meer Will of Him that promiſeth the ſame ; which 
s anecſſary Reaſon to prove evidently that a King, caniot bind 
bus own Hands, albeit that he would, Hitherto the- Baronet, 
which, { think, without any farther Enlargement, may be 
2 ſufficient Reply to the Anſwerer's ſuper-1ndxced Obligation 
of a Prixce by ſacred and ſolems Oathes. 

But yet 1 confeſs myſelf not a little ſurprized at what the 
Anſwerer ſays immediately after this, That he wonders the 
Author frou!d have no more Regard to the ſacred Majeſty of Princes, 
ir aſſerting (and that too from the very Words of the Arch- 
biſhop himſelf ) That in regard of themſelves Kings are ſaid p 

; | -& c 


The K. in 
his Curv- 
i.at Oa.h* 
pr omiles 
nothing io ” 
the Peo- 
p.e, bur 
wv hatin 
Juſtice and -* 
Equity be 
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be exampred from Subjetion to the Laws, for he will have it; 
That this founds their Rights upon ſuch a Power, as the wiſeſt 
and bift Princes have not thought fit to uſe. What 1f they have 


not ? Does their non-uling argue a non-Right in th-m of 


ſach a Power, that they may never, | 


upon any Emergency 
of State whatſoever, make uſe of it? - hy 


Non & Olim ſic erat, 


But, if Any, who is rather to be blamed for h2:ig 2. 


EFLess 4 


mure Regerd to ſacred Majeſty, the Author,or the Arch Biſhop? 


I think the Anſwerer is molt of all, for fo ansktilfully ſerib-, 


ling in vindication of the Men, and of their Dottrines : and for 
the very gocd piece of Service he fancies he has done to the Crown 


by it, I wiſh tim with all my Heart the Honour and Reward 
) 


he deſerves. 


Severus, which ſays, That *ve Law cf the Empire hath freed 
the Emperor from the Solemnities of.. the Law? And does not 
he thereby own, That it was ſuch Exemption that made the 
Emperor an Imperial Prince ? What then does this Exempti- 
ou lgnify, bur a not being bound to keep the Laws? That 
is, having a Liberty to break them, or to act contrary to 
them : Eur this, the Anſwerer @ys.,, is not diſfencing ; but 
[ think it is ſomewhat more ; ſo'that.he has only. plunged the 
Arch-Eiſhop4n deeper, by ſtriving to get kim our. He owns 
Soveraign Power muft have. ſuch Exemptions, but yet he wonld 
not have 4 Chriftian Prince to found any part of his Imperial 
Fowcr thereupon. For he thinks it Inglortous for a Chriſtin 
Prince to ule t} is Exemption which is; conſtituent of- an Im- 
perial Severaign, which 1s. more than he hath ſaid of the 
Diſpenſing Power : And therefore for the Credit of the Arch- 
Bithop he might have pleaſed to take him in the Anthors 
Sence, and not have made it worſe by his ſuppoling that the 


ſ 


2ut does not Fig himſelf quote that Paſſige of Alexander | 


% 


Arch-Eiſhop aſſerted ſuch an /nglcrious Conſtituent of Impe- 


rial Power. | 
Welt,. imthe Tweotieth Page ( tho? it is flagging a little ) 


a coke s 


3. P::6- fie Anfvierer does ſay, That if any thing happens after the. 


making . 


" EFLcss* 1 


making of a Law, which renders the Execution of that Law ma- 
nifeſtly and notoriouſly Oppreſſive to the Publick, '( and of this 


-mulſt not the King be always the Judge ) the Prince may cer- 
tainly. fuſpend the Execution of fuch Laws ;, and this Suſpenſton, 


he ſays, ſhould be, ill they be altered or repealed by the Power 
which made them, ( which Power, as to the time of its aſſem- 
bling, ts ſolely at the-Will of the Prince; ) and fo, by his 


- own ſhewing, the Suſpenſion in the Conſequence wants but 


very little of Diſpenſation ; and yet, ſays he, this Diſpencing, 


ant Pardoning, Suſpending Power s fo neceſſary to the publick Ihid. 


Good, that for my part I would not willingly live under any Go- 


vernment, which wanted the exerciſe of this Power. —— For in this 


way, the Prime and Original Intention of the Law « always ſe- 


cure: Tam afraid this is talking as much like a Divine, as 


any of thoſe learned Authors, who he inſinuates ( I doubt 
For what end ) have medled with a Matter, that is not with- j+ 


in the Compaſs of their Sphere. And this, I think, is enough 
to refute the Anſwerer's long-winded Harangue upon this 


Arch-Biſhop. 


We come next to. conſider: how he. Iabours to bring of 


'Do&tor Robert Sanderſon, late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln; with 


what a fanciful Succeſs to himſelf, and a terrible Blow upon 


the Author for quoting him to prove the Power of Diſpencing 


to be in the King. | 
Dr. Sanderſon*s Words are, That in times of apparent 
Danger-—— 1t 15 lawful for the' P, 3ace, in the Preſervation of his 


ſervance of tne Laws, and to make uſe a little of an arbitrary 
Right, leaſt by too unſeaſonable and ſuperſtitious Reverence of 
tre Laws, he may ſuffer both his own Perſon, and his People that 
are ſubjett to him, and even the Laws themſelves, to fall into the 
Power of his*EFnemes. & 
Now becauſe the Anſwerer wonld' infer, that the Autho 
does call this a Right, from the Doctor's ſaying 1 is lawful, 
&c. therefore he mnſt neeis paſs with him in great admira- 
tion (or derilion 2s he intends it) for an Excellent Logician / 
to make an accidental Caſe the Meaſure and Standard of a conſt ant 


\and imalterable Right, &C. 
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own and his Subjctts Safety, to lay aſide for a while all ſtri: Ob- 14. p. 2 


(28) 
If-the Anſwerer had been a Lawyer, h2 would have known 
«(what at leaſt in this Scribble he pretends Ignorance 1n,) that 
there is ſuch a thing as is called a Dormam Right, which tho? 
it be always continuing in Him that hath it, yet is claimed 
.and exerciz2d me:rly upon accidental Caſes, waich it would 
be herea digrefſion to explain, and therefore I ſhall forbear, 
it being well enough underſtood by the Learned of that 
Gown. Neither does the Author infer any thing more from 
the Words than what they include according to the Anſwer- 
er's own acknowledgment, viz. That the Dactor did aſlert 
it to be lawful, &c. without ſaying-at what times, or upon 
what occaiions, or offering to explain another man's mean- 
ing; as it is the Buſineſs of the Anſwerer to do with mare 
tar theend Than ordinary Aſſurance, as if he had been -in the Bellies of 
of his #h them all: only he thinks fit not to be {5 bold with a Living 
Leture Aynthor, as he has been with the Dead. 
poi nr ig But to return to our Biſhop ; does not He own the Dif. 
ing the $- , we G 
nz cauſe Pencing Power, when he ays, Þ A King that gives Laws and 
of kuman Statutes to his People, will not (or, as the Answerer's Para. 
Laws phraſe truly is, did not intend to) be ſo bond up by the Laws, 
_ ., that it ſhall not be lawful to him, when he judges .t neceſſary for 
oth Lea, the ſafety of the Common-wealta, to provide for the ſafety of tle 
TheSafery Kingdom and People committed to him by God, even agatuſ 
- oral th? wo2d3 of the Law *. and when he ſays, * That in 
En Every:Commen-wea!th there ought neceſſarily to be ſomewhere a S6- 
Lav, veraign Power, (and that in a Monarchy muſt be the King, m 
22%. 1 - Ours at leaſt, for Door Szerlock ſatisfies us, That: Þ the Sw 
"pred preme Power of theſe Realms is lodged in the Prince) * which 1 4 
* Szaders, bove al Humane Laws poſitive, to which he ong::t to look, and by 
v'ſop. . bu Authority to ta'e cave, that neither by the defett of Laws, or. | 
4 hen be..the reo SUPERSTITIOUS 6hſervance of them, the Commu- * 
; Eph _ wealth may recetve ary Damage ? 
23 [P. of 41 am ſure Bilhop F Bramvall in his Schiſmguzrded,in defence | 
Perry, cus Of the Reformation, lays this down for a general Rule, That ' 
tf er ards Fle that hath Power to make Laws, hath power to diſpence with his | 
Wa: md gon Laws; Laws, fiith he, are made of Common Events, theſe | 
a Ar. Bp.ot b "| , . ; : 
<Armaeh, benig? Circumſtances, which hazpen rarely, are left ro the diſpenſs- | 
if. 250. te Crace of the Praxce. Now 
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. Now the Power to make Laws is acknowledged by almoſt 

All our Dignified Clergy to bea Right inherent in the King, Fimer's 

(and the Rights of Soveraign Majeſty ought to be moſt Sacred and Foun: of 

Holy : ) Arch-Biſhop Uſer informs us, that © The making *">® 

« of Laws, whereof -the force and penalty doth generally Power of 

&« reach unto the whole Kingdom , muſt be an- Act of the CROY 

« Prince : and therefore where it is ſaid, Pſal. 60. 7. Fudab OR 

« is my Lawgiver, the Greek and vulgar Latwe tranilate it, J#- 

* dah 3s my King, And a little lower he quotes that paſſage p.. 

&« of Alexius Commenus , the Power of making the Laws i com- 

« mitted to the King ; and that of Platarch long before him, Fu-.p- 27: 

&« ftice.is-the End of the Law,the av 4 york of the Pytnee, 

Fo : | Pateſla:is 
and the Prince the Image of God. er pay - 
Biſhop Sazder/on in his 7th. Lecture concerning the Efficient efiws Pro 

Cauſe of Humane Laws, Sect. 9. affirms, that the Legiſlative regatios, 

Power us the Chiefeſt Prerogative of the Kingly Authority. Fare Legs 
Dr. Morley, Biſhop of Winchefter, in his Vindication . of JO 

himſelf againſt Mr. Baxter, ſays, '1t i the Le-Roy le veult , % $1165. 

that makes the Law. 

The preſent Biſhop of Chefter in his abovementioned. Ser- Szrm- ax 

mon, tells us, that the ſole Legiſlative Power 3s lodged in the —_— 

King. ws he 
Dr. Barrow ſays, The uo Power wholly belongs to the Im- Popes Sur 

perial Authority, —and the Power of Enafting Laws 4s an Incons- p. On 

municable Branch of Soveraign Majeſty. TN 
And DoQtor Hicks, the Dean of Worcefter , owns that tt 5s ul Ki 

ene Efſential Right of Soveraignty, to have the Legiſlative Power. -r OR 
And the Anonymous Author of the Harmony of Divinity , 

and Law publiſhes it , That the King alone is our Legiſlator ; — F *** 

And the Legiſlative Power, 'or Power which makes Bills and Petitj- ibid. 

ons Laws, is ſolely, and formally in the King. | 
Now if this be a'Right of Inheritance in the Prince, what 

is the Diſpencing Power, bnt a natural Inference from it, when 

he ſhall judge it neceſſary to awaken and exert this Right that 

is dormant in him ? Then may He lay afide for a while all ftri 

obſervance of the Laws, and make nſe of his Arbitrary Right, or 

the Imperial Laws, to govern by, which none ought to op- 

Poſe or withſtand : 'For, as DoQor Sherlock rightly obferves, 


9- 


ia. of Re- 


v. 11©- 


Power of 
Kinz$, Þ.2, 
C rot. Or- 
din. Hol- 
land, Pie- 
£45. to. 102. 
* Dr. Scots 
Cerm 16. 
Dec.1683. 
24. 
There 15 
No be:ter 
way OrEn 
cer them 
obnoXi- 
ous to 50- 
vVEraignh 
Powerss 
then by re 
preſenting 
them as E- 
.N2mies tO 
Govern- 
ment, and 
tnconti-” 
tient with 
rhe pr ofp. + 
rity of the 
Civil 
State, Dr. 
: William 
C atC Ser- 
\monbetore 
the Lord 
Mavor& ce 
Ge iN UTEMs 
- 680. P+4+ 
Dr. Skcrl- 
Plor Serm. 
FO ls 


e:13]- Po 14s 


(39) 
I heever kas the Power of Government, muſt nat be contradifed or 
reſiſted, for then be cannot govern; for a Power to govern men on 
when, and in what caſes they pleaſe to be governed, ts no Power. 
Upon this Conſideration therefore does the Learned Sir Robey: 
Filmer conclude, that There is not any Bohd for the” Soveraigy 
Prince to keep the Laws, more than ſo far as Right and Juſtice re- 
quireth, and ſurely in this Caſe the King mul be left to. be the 
Sole Fudge, and not the peeviſh and querulous Anſwerer. _ 

But as the Learned Grotizd excellently obſerves, :1taſolext 
Il homines Fus & Auftoritatem Regum liberaliter predicare, quam- 
diu ea ſtatuunt que ipſis videntur, ſi quid ind: diſceſſerunt, aftum 
eſt de Regio Fure, There are ſome Men that * will cry up the 
Prerogatives of the Crown (none more) while it indulges 
them, and then cry thera down again (none fiercer, ) as ſoon 
as it reſtrains them. Te | 

-I muſt confeſs I cannot but wonder upon what Principles 
ſuch men a&, who are ſo zealous one Fit for the Intereſt and 
Service of their Royal Maſter, and think they can never 
ſpeak enough of his Power, provided their Prince is ſo Gra- 


- tous as to be guided and influenced by their Councels ;' and 


yet, if at any time he judges them pernitious and deſtructive 
to the Peace and quiet of his Government, and is reſolved to 
condu& himſelf by other -Perſons, whom he knows to be 
more difintereſſed, and who, he 1s ſure, are at leaſt as per- 
fetly ſincere ; how ſtrangely are they turned ! and become 
as diſcontented and unealie,: as jealous of. their :Prince, and 
of his Aftions, as any whom in the height of their Power 
and Greatneſs they have condemned for. being F 4diſturbers of 
pubtick Government, and underminers of the Thrones of 
Princes; .theſe are men of ambitious, clamorous, and Fadcti- 
ous Spirits, and ſays Doctor Sherlock very ingeniouſly, Aer 
of Turbulent and Reftleſs Spirits will be ſure to find or make ſome 
pretences or occaſions of querre under the moſf# juſt and equal Go- 
verament, And therefore it can be no wonder, if the bcſ# of 
Princes be not a little di#urbed at ſuch men, and do keep a 
watchful Eye over.them ; For to curb, reſtrain, and quell al 
pretences , that ſhew o more regard-to the Sacred Majeſty of 
Pxizces., 15 certainly his Duty, to ſecure the Publick Peace, 
no leſs than as he values his own Life and Crown. Þut 
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But though, it ſtems, the Clergy are not willing tb allow- 


this Power of Diſpencing to be in the King, now he is not 
of their Religion .z Yet ſeveral of them have boldly aſſerted 
a Dofrine that tends to the undermining the Rights and Au- 


thority of Princes, viz. a Power of making. Eccleſiaſtical 


Laws to be in themſelves, (and thoſe that make Laws have 


Power to diſpence with their Own Laws, as we have before ob- - 
ferved' from Biſhop Brambhal) For I have obſerved in the - 
Courſe of my Reading the Writings of the Clergy, that . 
whenever they come to take notice of the Canons, &c. they - 


always call them the Canons and Conſtitutions of the Church, 


and that:ſuch a Canon or Eccleſiaſtical Law was made by the- 


Church, never mentioning that ſuch; Canons had firſt of all 
the Sanction of the Civil Magiſtrate : . For the Clergy in Con- 
vocation called and aſſembled by the Kings Writ, can only 


propound and prepare the Projects of ſuch and ſuch Canons ;. 


"is the Soveraign Authority, who gives Life, and Soul to- 


the dead Letter of them. But they would have the unwary 


Readers believe, that by calling them the Canons of the 


Church, they were made by the Sole Power and Authority of 


the Clergy. 
ke&ion of Articles, Injunitions, Canons, Orders, Ordinances, and 
Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, with other publick Records of the Charch 
of England ; whereas it would be much more decent if they 
ſyperſcribed them, The Spiritual Laws of the Crown, rati- 


T ws they Entitle their Book of Canons, A Col- 


fied, confirmed, and eſtabliſhed by Vertue of His Majeſties - 


Prerogative Royal, and Supream Authority in Cauſes Eccleſi- 


aſtical ; for They indeed are bnt Petitioners, ?tis the Royal 


Pleaſure that makes them binding, Laws; but by this their Ar- 
tifice they. have excluded the Legiſlative Power of the Prince, 
and conferred it on themſelves. Purſuantly fays Dr. Anthony 


Sparrow, the late Right Reverend Biſhop of Exeter, and after- 


cf Norwich, < It may be made appear, that our Lord and Ma- 
« ſter Chriſt hath de fa&o given a Legithtive Power to the 
«Church to make Canons and Conſtitutions upecr emergent 
« Occaſions : For the Legillative of making Laws and 
<« Conſtitutions for regulating Manners, and determining 
« Doubts and Controverhkes, cannot with reaſon be denied to 

| , "I 


Bp. Spar- 


roto> Book : 


of Ca - 
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&« ther ſent me, ſo ſend I you. For here committing the Go- 
« yernment of the Chxrch to his Apoſtles, Our Lord commiſ. 
&« fons them with the ſame Power that was committed to him 
« for that purpoſe when he was on Earth, with the ſame ne- 
<« ceſlary ſtanding Power that he had and exerciſed as Man, for 
<« the good of. the Church. Leſs cannot 1n reaſon be thought 
« to be here granted, than all Power neceſſary for the well 
«© and peaceable Government of the Church z and ſuch- a 
< Power is this of making Laws; this is a Commiſſion in ge- 

<« neral for making Laws. | 
Thus. You ſee They acknowledge that the Soveraignty 
in Eccleſiaſtical - Matters is as much in the Clergy, as.in 
The Bps. The King in Secular ; for as where the Soveraignty is, the 
V/ords are Power of making Laws is inſeparable , and is expreſly 
'hefe thar owned ſo by the Clergy : This we learn from Biſhop Sander- 
Py. {/* ſon himſelf likewiſe,at the end of his 7th. Lect. See2.30. p. 209. 
as wy Ec. Who ſays, That the Right of making Eccleſiaftical Laws, us in the 
bifeftices Power of Biſhops, Presbyters, and other Perſons duely cl:fted by the 
ef: penes Clergyof the whole Kingdom. The plain Engliſh of which a- 


tn jo to ſuch Ecclefiaſtical Laws as the Clergy would. have, they 
que Ferſy. have then a latent Soveraign Power in themſelves of Legilla- 
nas 4 204i- tion in Eccleſiaftical Matters, when they ſhall think fit to ex- 
Slerr7/7* that Biſhop Bramball in the forecited Book has affirmed, that 
Schiſm for 1100 Tears our Kings and Biſhops enjoyed the ſole diſpenſative 
guarded: Power with all Englifh Laws Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. "I'his No- 


Synoyfi pgghee , 
Papitii. T bat we (meaning the” Church off England) do not give unto the 


7h. gene- Prince Avſelute Power to make Eccleſiaſtical Laws ;, for the Prince 
ra C --< is not to preſcrive. what Laws he. liſteth to the Church, but ſuch as 
CERT or.ly require-the true Worſhip of God, (and here he means that 
ing #eci- They mutt be Judges, and not the King ; ) and again he 
vi. Magi- fays, We do make Exception ef all ſuch Eccleſiaftical Canons and 
Fra Ordinances, te making whereof deth properly belepg to the Office 


xr pry of Biſheps, and Governours of the Charch ; for our meaning 15.x0t, 
: Ag | th at 


«be granted in that large Commiſſion, St. Toh. 20. As my Fa.. 


£p1ſcoP?%; mounts to this, that if the Prince will not give his Conſent 


us Regw ertit. And in maintenance of this Opinion 1] fuppoſe it was, 


of ba - tion of the Ju condenai Leges Eccleſiaſticas, feems to me to he 
—-. fetched from Dodtor Wilts Synopſis Papiſmi, where he ſays, 
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that *tis not lawful for Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters to make Eccleſs- 
aſtical Decrees, which do property concern their Office, as con- 
| <cerning the Cenſures of the Church, Excommunication, Suſpen- 
; yon, Abſolving, Binding, Looſing, and ſuch like ; which things 
| are incident to their Paſtoral Office. | 
From hence we may learn” what is their avowed 

Docrine-upon this Chapter, and how apt ( as the Re- 


verend' Dr.*Scor ' does truly obſerve ) 'is humoured Pride 


to be blown up into Inſolence : I would heartily beg their 
 Pardon'for returning this 'upon them, if a Loyal Subje&t 
| knew how to give a more' modeſt Name to ſo bold a 
| Pretence as this of Rivalſhp with Soveraign Princes: But 
| toſceClergymen” one while -( where they find they can 
make theirown Account in it ) to exalt the 'Soveraign 
Pleaſure in Civils above all Laws, and yet when they fed 
tie-diſpencing Power begin to cramp and pinch them, 
to deny their Prince his before acknowledged juſt and 
neceſſary-Prerogatives, and totally : to rob him of his 
Right of making Ecdeſiaſtical Laws ; it ſhews, that their 
Conſciences, as they call' them, are as tender as their Eyes on 

; one fide, and 'yet as hard as their Forecheads on the other: 
And to. borrow one more Sentence from the ſame Author, 

It would force any honeſt Man, in deſpight of all the Candour 

| .and Modeſty of his Nature, -to cry aloud againſt the fulſom 
| Hypocriſies and Impoſtnres that look through thoſe their moſt 
| gloriozs Prerences to Religion and Loyalty. For this bold 
Uſurpation, upon the Kings Supremacy 'in Matters Ec- 
defiaſtical, is a dire& flying in '*the Face: of an At of 
Parliament, to which the.Clergy of the Church of Eng- 

| lard have themſelves long before conſented ; which ac- 
| -knowledges, That the King*s Majeſty is the only undoubted 
; Supreme» Head of the Church of England, and that no Ec- 


| 4ffical, but by, under, and from the King's Royal Majeſty, 
| and.in my Opinion they very ftrangely forget themſelves, 
4 for bythe Corporal. Oath 'which every Archbiſhop, - Biſhop, and 
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| yg Perſons have any manzer of fariſdjtion Eccleſi- 
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niſter is obliged to take upon the Evangelifts, They each in 


End of the Concluſion do ſwear, "That to their Power they ſhall afſif 
Oath of Supre- ,14 defend all Juriſdittions, Priviledges, Preheminencies, and 
macy, 1 Biz+ Authoritics, granted or belonging - to the King*s Highneſs, his 
; Heirs and Succeſſors, and united and annexed t9 the impe- 
rial Crown of this Realm. 

Now I would adviſe them ſeriouſly to conſider, as the 
Anonymous Author of the Harmony of Divinity and 
ww. in Pref, Law ſays, whither they can; abſolve their Conſciences from 


the common and legal Sence of this part of the Oath ; for if | 


they cannot, and their Divinity in other points of Doc- 


trine be no better than in theſe relating to the Law. of - | 


the Prerogative, I am afraid both the Souls and Bodies 

ef many of their Hearers would be in a very. fad and 

ceſperate Condition. | | 
But this their Power, agrecably to what.the Reverend 


LeA. 5. Sect. Dr. Sanderſon hath faid of the King's Legiſlation, is no 


23, & 30. Injury to the kingly.Power, becanſe they have never ex- 
ercized ſuch their legiſlative. Power without the King's 


Oxf r./Reaſe ns " | 0 t T cl ar t | | 
heaicl the Co- Conſent : Nay farther, ſaith He, #t ts clear to our. Vnder-) 
venant, Oc. at 


the end «f his his Majeſty, and double - Perjury to our ſelve:, take upon mu, 


life by Dr. without his Conſent, to make any Alteration 1n the Eccleſi- 


Waton,P.195. ;fical Laws or Government. .. 


. 


Yet ſurely it is evident, that they having the legiſlative : 
Power, or { according. to the Doctors more peculiar  ! 


Phraſe ) the right of making eccleſiaſtical Laws in themKlves, 
the exercizing of this Power with the King's Conſent 
3 n0 more neceſſzry, than the King's exercizing his with 


ds Parliamentary coaſent ; and this 1s but, an ordinary | 


Method of their Government ; wherefore when:they- fee 


it. needful for the good of the Community under them, t.. | 


;s lawful for theſe. Princes, #2 the preſervation of their 'own 


and their Subjects Safety, to lay. aſide for a while all frif + 
Obſervance of the Laws, and to make uſe 4a fittle of an ar- 


bitrary Right, leaſt by too unſcaſonable and ſuperſtitions. Reve- 
renee of the Laws, they may. ſuffer both their, own: Ptrſons- 


and 


ſtandings, that we cannot without Diſloyalty, and injury to. 
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: and their People that are ſubjcit to them, and even the Laws 
' themſelves to' fall into- the Power of their Enemies. 
And when the Biſhops, Preſbyters, and other Perſons of the 
Church of ns duly elefted by the Clergy of the whole 
Kingdom, ſhall think fit thus to exert their Soveraignty 
in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, they are to be looked upon as 
"the Powers which St. Paul takes care of; - for, as the 
learned and judicious Dr. Robert Gel hath told us,** where- 
«as the whole Creature of God is bodily and ſpiritual, 
« 2nd Man is the Compendium,the Briefand Model of them 
* both, conſiſting of both Body and Spirit ; two ſorts of 
« Governours are needful in reſpec of both the Magiſtra- 
Ecyand Miniſtry;and both are here meant by Poteſtatibus: 
«(Le.) Pralatis Spiritualibus, & Principibus terrenis, ſaith 
«the Gloſs, the ſpiritual and temporal Governours ;, Seculari- 
© bus & Eccleſraſticis, ſo St. Anſelm. Thus He, Which are 
the Perſons Governing, and not the Law by which they 
are to Govern. And as before was obſerved from Dr. 
Sherlock, *EZou0iz in the new Teſtament always ſignifies the 
: Authority of a Perſon, not of a Law , and hence it ſtgnifies 
the Perſon inveſted with Autherity. So likewiſe the Reve- 
rend Dr. Scet underſtands it, ſaying that by the Higher 
Powers, it is evident we are to underſtand the Perſons of 


| © Soveraign Princes and Governours, and not the Laws and Con- 


ſtitutions, as ſome of our Republican Dottors pretend. 
It may be ſome will tell us, That all this may be with- 
out placing any Prerogative of great Conſequence in our 
Clergy ; being it would be no Man's Duty to obey them 
actively, but only paſſively, in not reſiſting ; for Non- 
reſetance is as perfett Submiſſion, faith Dr. Sherlock, as can 
or ought to be paid to ſoveraign Princes, _ Fa 
Our Clergymen, I dare ſay, mean a'great deal more 
than this in relation to their Chxrch-Laws ; but if this be 
all that they intend when they talk h7gheſt for meg own, 
1 am ſure they deſerve not the higheſt Applauſes for their 
Loyalty : For the Gentlemen of the other Gown have 
always maintained, That to reſiſt the Monarch muſt be 
F 2 at 
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at the Peril of Men's Lives,.. which ( fo.far, God-knows,.. 
does Temporal Intereſt: prevail above all other Con- 
fiderations of any future State ) *tis likely ſways more 
with Mankind in general, . than any Theological ſcare- 
Crow: drelt never ſo rufully. 

And now having ſhewn the” Reader what ſhuffling 
Tricks-the Anſwerer hath -plaid, i defending the moſt Re- 
verend and Right Reverend Biſhops, and ther Writings, from 
the Author's Charge upon them, That they have aſler- 
ted the King's Prerogative in diſpencing with Penal 
Laws; we: will proceed to ſee how he has managed the 
Reverend DoeQtors that follow: | 

The Firſt 1s, Dr. Heylin, who was Prebend of Weſtmin. 
fler, He ſays, the King hath Authority by his Prerogative 
Royal to diſpence with the Rigour of the Laws, and ſometime; 
ro-paſs by a Statute with a Non-obſtante. 

Fhis is as. plam, one would think, as Words can make it ; 
( with Dr. Sherlock*s” Permiſſion 'for uſing his Words ) 
but nithing can be' ſo plnin, but that Men who are unwilling 
to underſtand it, and who ſet their Wits on work 'to avoid 
t:7e Force and Evidence of it, may be able to find ſometiing 
ro ſay, to deceive themſelves, and thoſe who are willing tote 
decerved: And therefore here the Anſwerer aims to ſhew 
his Parts, and - would ' rath:r have. the World 'believe 
Pr. Heyl;n -did not fay this; becauſe 2o Man doubts, le 
ſays, but in ſome Caſes the King may diſpence with the Ri> 
gour of the Laws; but now obſ:rve what falſe Colours he 
labonrs to put pon theſe Words, to elude and baffle the plain 
Scope and deſign of the Author in them ; he tells: us,” the 
Doctor's. Meaning was not for the diſpencing” Power in the 
modern Latitude of it. Here's a new Diſcoveter for You! | 
who, thongh he be uncertain” whither ever” the: Doctor 
faid or - wrote any ſuch Words as theſe, yet he clearly 
knows his Meaning of them :- This is the great Man that 
would teach us Logick-and Reaſoning, and how rightful- 
Iy to underſtand: the Sence of other Men, by following the 

ſhort Scantling and Meaſure of his own. TN 
[1/4 
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what thinks he of this next Paſſage from the ſame Dr.out 


Well ! to make*ſhort Work with it, as the Anſwerer ſays,* Auſw. p. 6. 


of the ſame Book,viz. his Stumblick Block 'of Diſobedience and- 


Rebellion, Fc.and the nextLeaf beyond that from whence the 


ct1er was taken? His Words are theſe,if to have MERUM 
IMPERIUM, @-- full abſolute Command, and all the JURA 


Chap. 6 SeR.7. 
P. 253. 


MAJESTATIS wh3-h belong to Severaigi.ty, if to be ſo Supreme” 


as to hold immediately of God, to have all Ferſons under him, 
none but God avove him; if to have all Authority and Tu- 


riſdition to be veſted in him; ard proceeding from him, and- 


the materia Sword at his fole Diſpoſal for the Correfting of 


[ Offenders, and the well ordering of his People ; if to have 
woole :and entire Power of rendring Fuſtice, and final Deter-- 
mination of all Cauſes to all manner of Subje&ts,, as alſo: 
to tnterp2et and diſpence with Laws ; 4 
this ratified and confirmed unto him by tte folemn Oath of his* 1d. p. 254+ 


Subjetts in the Court of Parliament, be enough to make an 


Abſolute Wonarch? the Kings of England are moze | 
abſolute 24narchs tha either of their Neighbours of France” 


07” SPain. © 


Here is an expreſs owning with a Witneſs, That this ' 


Diſpenſing Power is one of thoſe Rights which ( as Dr. 
Sherlock ſays) 1s eſſential to the Notion of Soveraign Power, 
or in the Dean of Worceſter*s Phraſe, is involved in the 


! formal Conception of Swveraignty, and inſeparably annexed to 


| 


the Soveraign ;, at leaſt, that it belongs to our Kings of 
England ;, and ſurely no Man that hath any degree of 
Wit above the ' Anſwerer will dare to hold, That they 


' Caſe of Rea. 
P- $6. 
Fvian f.20 


have full and abſolute Command, aid all the Jura: Majeſta- ' 


tis, which belong to Soveraignty, without It. 


The next in order ( as He ſays) is Dr. 1ſaac Barrow, 
whom the Anſwerer cannot be content to commend with- ' 


out beſtowing a paſſionate Aſperſion upon the Author, 
and calling him an Inmadicious Writer : The Reaſon 1s, be- 
cauſe it has put him to the trouble 'of ſceking for three 
ſhort Sentences in a Book of 428 pages: It might perhaps 


Aniwer P. 23. 


ibid. * 


be. ſomewhat careletly done, but however it 1s very well - 


that 


Ibid. 


! bid. 


ibtd. 


ibid, 


.tbid. 


1 Jac. 1. 


| have denyed them to be his. 


(33) 


that they were found at laſt, leaſt the Anſwerer ſhould 
The Words are cited, and 
acknowledged to be home to our Author*s purpoſe, - but here, 
ſays the Trifler, 4s the. Fault of them , That they ſhoot 
vaſtly beyond the Marke ,, T hope there is no Doubt then 
but that they ſhoot as far : Yes, that they do, * for in 
the next page the Anſwerer brings: them - back himſelf 
to the Dottor*s plain Sence of his own making : And here, 
I think, the'Anſ{werer has overſhot himſelf too ; for firſt 
in one Sence of the Doctor's Words, he makes the Dr. 
to overſhoot himſ:1f as well as the Author ; - then he 
makes a plain: ſence of the Dofor's Words, which is 
very nnintelligible : For either there is -no- ſuch thing 


as an abſolute Soveraignty immediately: and immutably conſti- 
rated by God (and if fo, then he makes the Dr. to ſay 
' nothing, ) or elce it 1s the ſupreme Magiſtrate that hath 


ſuch an abſolute Soveraignty, and then the Dr. muſt mean 
what the Anſwerer ſays he do's not; and this is a grea- 


. ter Hardſhip put upon Dr. Barrow by the Anſwerex, than 


by the Author's quoting him to 0 parpoſe in this place, and 
to as little Purpoſe as one could wiſh in the next. He might 
as well have faid, a Man that ſhoots over the Mark, does 


. Not ſhoot at all. - I-am ſure the Author may alledg this 


as a Teſtimony of the Raſhneſs:-and Weakneſs of- the 

Writer, for bringing ſuch a pittiful Pretence, as a Sup- 

ply,: for want of that which ſhould be more ſubſtantial. 
But, ſays the Anſwerer, I find no one aſſerting, that the 


Kings of England were ſuch abſolute and unlimited Soveraigns 


by God's immediate and immutable Conftitution. I know 
not what He finds, but-I'am very certain, that z9t only 4 
Few Biſhops and Doftors, but the whole Church of England 
teaches, in her Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, 
(treated upon by the Biſhop of Loxden, Preſident of the 
Convocation for the Province of Canterbary, and the relt 
of the Biſhops and Clergy of the ſaid Province, and a- 
greed upon with the Kings Majeſties Licence in their Sy- 
nod begun at London An. Dom. 1603, and ratified, con- 


farmed, 


TIRE, LSPA CHEAT.” >. 4: 


Ine, CRISS IANUACTR, ">. 5 


. there is nothing mcre evident, than.. that God from the very 


(39) : 
firmed;, and eſtabliſhed by Vertue of. the Prerogative 
Ropal. and Sapream». Anthority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical ) 
That the Kings Majeſty hath the ſame Authority: in C auſes Ec> Canen 2. 


_ cleſiaflical, (and- to be fure in Temporal)' that the Godly 


Kings had amongſt the Fews, and Chriſtian Emperors of the 


Primitive Church. Now Dr. Sherlock informs ns, That 
Ca. of Reſiſt. 


beginning ſet up 4 Supream and. Soveraign Power in the Jewiſh 6 O08 


Nation, and'that in Civil or Temporal Matters, as may 
be ſeen in 17 Det. v. 8. This was at firſt (as he tells us) 19-p-b- 
in. the hands of Moſes, and after his death ſecured to the 
High-Prieſt, or Judges ;. and what the Authority of the Chief 
Prieſt, or of the Judge when'there was one, was in thoſe days, 
appears from v. 12. © And the Man:that will do. preſump- 
« tuoufly, and-will not hearken to the Prieſt, *(that ſtand- 
*eth to miniſter there before the Lord thy God) or unto 
« the Judge, even that Man fhall die,- and thou fhalt put 
< away the Evil from Iſrael. Thss, ſays the DoQtor, is 
a abſolute _ Authority, as the moſt Abſolute Monarch in the 
World. can challenge. - Now the true meaning of Abſolte 
ſeems to- be,- That there is fuch an Inherent Power in him 
that is ſo, as can neither be reſtrained by Law, Promiſes, 
nor Oaths-; for nothing leſs than the being free from All 
theſe renders a Power Abſolute ; for one can hardly ima- 
gine what can go beyond! Abſohute Power. Azd 7 think | 
it 15 a5 plain, ſays He; that when the Fews world have a King, pag.tr. 
their. Kings ' were. jnveſted with this Supream and Soverai 
(that js Abſolute) Authority. For indeed 1t is not ible , 
that the publick peace and ſecarity of any Nation ſhould ve pre- 
ſerved without it. - Therefore ſays that Ingenious Baronet, 
whom, we. have fo :oft -before cited; To Majeſty or Sove-. 
raignty- belongeth- an Abfelute Power nat Subject to any Law. 
And if {o; let .the Anſwerer not figd what he pleaſes; I $;; nos. F11- 
am confident 1 have fornd one, (viz. DoQor Sherlock ) af- mers Powe: of 
jertizg, That the- Kings of England are #bſolute and unlimited King*2jol. . 
Soveraigns, by Gods inmediate and" ifunutable Conſtitntion ;, 
and. have as Abſolute Authority;”/as the moſt Abſolute 

| ; | Monarch 
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-Monarch in the World can challenge. And this, I think, 
15 a great Strain higher than:any. thing that the Author 
has allerted throughaut«that Book, 'againit which the An- 
Fwerer ſays, he hath-{o jzft:ear Indignation. ads 
| But becauſe. we are as yet-in our Animadverſions upon 
Doctor Barrow*s Teſtimony concerning the Diſpencing 
Power, which he acknowledges to be « proper Endowment 
of Abſolute Soveraigety.z . I mult deſire my Readers to 
make my Peace with the - Anſwerer, for ſetting- dbivn 
the Partieular. Brenebes of. Soveraignty, which I have taken 
_ to collect out of : that Excellex: and Elabourate Trea- 
t;/e. | 
In taking a particular Conſideration of the ſeveral Branches 
of Soveraign Power, we ſhall find, fays He, ' . 
t-: That, it bath Power..to.. conuocate its ſupreme Councils 
and Tudicatories. | | 
2. It inſeparably doth belong: to Soveraigns in the general 
Aſſemblies of their States to preſide, and moderate Aﬀairs ; 
propoſing what they judg fit 10 be conſulted or dcbated ; flopping 
what ſeemeth unfit to be maved ; keeping Proceedings withn 
Order and Rule, and ſteering them 10.4 good Iſſue; checking 
Diſorders and Irregularities, which the Diſtemper er Indiſcre- 
tion of any Perſons may create in Deliberations, or Diſ- 
ures. | | 
/ 3- To the Soveraign of the Church the Legiſlative Power 
wholy or_wn . part deth belong : His Approbation: wonld be re- 
quired to give Life and Validity to their Dycrees ;, at leaſt to 
have a Negative, ſo that nothing might paſs againſt his Will: 
This is. a moſt eſſential Egredient of Soveraignty. 
4+. It is tndeed a proper Endowment of an abſolute Seve- 
raignty, immediately. or immutably conſtituted -by God, with 
no Terms or Rules limiting it, that its Will declared in way ef 


 Precept, Proclamations, concerning the Santtion of Laws, the 


Abrogation of them, the Diſpenſation mith .them, ſhould be 


. obſerved. 


The Power of enafting,. and diſpencing with 'Eccleſraſtical 
Laws, faith this great Man; tonching exterior\Diſcipline, did 


v 


= © 
| "of old belong to the Emperor ; and therefore by the afore- 
cited Canon the ſame Power 1s decreed to belong to the 
Kings of England, and their difpencing with the Penal 
Statutes is but a generous and charitable exertion of rhat 
Right of Eccleiiaſfical Juriſdiction, which here is ac- 
knowledged was in the Chriſtian Emperours of the Pri- 
mitive Church. This was what the Author defigned tg 
rove from this Quotation, and therefore he could nat very 
well have ſpared 1t. 
But if the Anſwerer can prove, that the Ghriſtian Em- 
| perours had their Imperial, or Prerogative Power limited by 
humane Conſtitution in the Ecerciſe of it, that is, that the 
Imperial Prerogative was reſtrained by Eccleſiaftical and 
Temporal Laws, enacted and ordained by and with the 
Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons allembled in Parliament, then he will fay ſomething 
- home to his purpoſe; but if he cannor, then, according 
to the aboveſaid Canon, decreed (as the Clergy of that 
Convocation were pleaſed to call it) in that Sacred Synod, it 
remains ſtil] the Docrine of the Church of Ezeland, that 
the Kings of England are no more limited in the Exer- 
ciſe of their Imperial Power, than were the Chriſtian 
Emperors of the Pritnitive Church: and whoſoever ſays 
they are, and thereby impeaches any part of the Regal Su- 


Anf. p. 24. 


/09,att, P.10s 


Cagon, 1 39- 


2. Canen. 


premacy, let him, ſays the Canon, be excommunicated ipſo 


* facto, and not reffored, but only by the Arch-Biſhop, after his 
Repentance, and publick Revocation of ſuch their wicked Er- 
rors. Put to proceed with Doctor Barrow's further par- 
ticular Branches of Soveraignty. 

5. Soveraign Power imamediately by it ſelf when it pleaſeth, 
doth exerciſe all parts of FuriſdifFioz ſetting it ſelf in the Tri- 
banal ; or mcdiately doth execute it by Others, as its Officers 
or Commiſſioners. | 

6. To the Soveraign of any State belongeth the Choice, Cog- 
ftitution, Confirmation, commiſſionating of ' al Inferiour Ma- 
giſtrates; that none uncapable, unworthy, or unfit for Offices, 
or diſcfſefted to the State, be entrufted with the Management 
of Affairs. 7. Soveraigns 
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7. Soveraigns have a Power to cenſure, and correlt all In. 
ferieur Magiftrates in preportien 10 their Offerces : and in caſe 
of great Miſdemeaniur, or of Incapacity, they can wholly diſ= 
charge and remove them from their Office. © 

Ss. Relief of the Oppreſſed, or Clemency to the Diſtreſſed, 
are Noble Flowers in every Soveraign Crown. 

9. It belongeth to Soveraigns ro receive Appeals from af 
lewer Turaicarures, for the final determination of Cauſes ; ſo 
that no part of his Subjefts can obftrutt reſort to him, or pros 
kjvit his Reviſion of any Tudgment. 

10. The Soveraign 1s Fonntain of all TuriſaiGion ; and all 
Teferiour Magiſtrates derive their Authority from bis War. 
rant and Commiſſion, atting as his Deputies or Miniſters ; ae- 
cording to that Intimation in Saint Peter, 1 Pet. 2. 13. Whes 
ther to the King as Supream, or to Governours ſent by him. 

11. It js the Priviledge of a Soveraign, that he cannot be 
ealed to account, or judged, or depoſed, or debarred of Com- 
munion, or any wiſe cenſured and puniſhed ; for this imphyeth 
« Contrad:flion, or Confuſion in Degrees, ſubjcHing the Supe« 
riour ro Iyferionrs ; this were making a River run backwards; 
this were 10 damme np the Fountain of Juſtice ;, to behead the 
'State ; to expoſe Majeſty ts Contempt. | 

12. A Soveraign is 18 Dignity and Authority Sxperiour to 
ary Number of Subjc&s, however conjoyned or eongregated 
as a Head is above all the embers however compatted ; Hs is 
not Supream ,, who is any wiſe Subject or Inferiour to a Senate, 
or any Aſ:mbly in bis Territory. 

13. Toe Confirmation of Ad1gift rates eltfled by others, is 4 
Branch of Supremacy. | 

14: It is 4 Prerogative of Soveraign Power, to ere@t, tran- 
ſlate Spiritual Prefidencies. | 

15. 1t is a Great Prerogative of Soveraignty to impoſe Taxes 
03 the Clergy or People. | 

\6. It is a Priviledge of Soveraigns to grant Privileages, 
Exemptions, Diſperfatiurs. 


No donbr, (ſays the Anſwerer) but it is ; what need of | 


any further Difpute then? Ay, but ſays He, ar” - 
UC 


a— Ra tus ore ano ae mo an cleans ei ci 


| 
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fach a Right of Power as is wholy DERIVED to them 
from the L AW. They may in many Caſes do it by 
L AW, wnich owns this Authority tr the  Soveraion. There 


. are many LEG AL Priviledges, Excmptions, Diſpen{ati- 


645, in the Power of the Prince. This, to ſay no more of 

it, 15 to put the King «za te Law, which King JUncs ,, Co fo. 6s. 
ſaid was Treaſon to affirm. And if this will not give the 

Anſwerer a Conviction of kis Rajhneſfs, I am afraid thit Ca.of Refi. w 
He us out of the reach of all Inſtrution, and muſt be g2averned the Devica- 
by othcr Xcthods, . Luk 

And under tis Confderation I come the next 1# comrſe 
to the Reverend Dr. Szerlock, Alafter of the Temple. 

The Anſwerer having recited the Doctor's whole Pa- 
razraph mentioned by the Author, burſts out into theſe 
Words, viz. Now it is all out, and la him make kis beſt of Aa Po 35 
#, Which looks lize an Expreſſion of more than Or- 
dinary Concern and Paſlion, as if the Anſwerer were not 
a little touched ; and here he ſpends his Might and his 
Strengti in fignting againſt this Branch of the T'rcroga- E 
tive, tho* by all means you mult take his Tryal of Sxill idid. 
to be only ro expoſe the ſhuffling Arts of the Writer. 

But our Anſwerer, t90* he may be a very notable Church Dr *&o1. Via- 
of England Man, Fay 15 mot very hoxeſt, but manifeſtly puts com ” che 
Tricks upon his Readers, otherwiſe why does ne more taduſtri- 2 cal =Y 
oully labour to perplzx and intricate the meaning of Dr. chaity,p. z.. | 
Sherlock*s plain Werds, than any other Perſons which 
the Author has cited ! Or vihy niuft what was ſaid by _ 
way of Azaſwer to an Ovjcition againft the Dolirine of Norx- Anſ p.1q 
reſiftznce, be only meant 11 an I know not what Sence, 
which above Foer Pages are taken up to explain, though 


tie Words in themſclves were much more plaza befere ? 


unleſs the Anſwerer by it i1deavours to make them {9 

no longer. And then if 1t had been the plaineſt Text _ 

11 all the Bible, and croft the Anſwerers evil Humour, Foianin Prof. 
he would, no doubt, have puzled it with Dr. Sherlock's Dr. Sears Ser- 
Meaning, and have made his Pride aud Sclf-concer the moa tetoie 
Standard of the World, and world expe that ali ſhould com- the Ld.V ajory 


; : 4 > Cc. 16 dec. 
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_ But wewill conſider whither we cannot find the King's 
diſpencing Power aſſerted by the Reverend Mafter of 


the Temple, ſo far-as appears from bis own Words in this 
Pamphlet, who athrms, it aces not become any Man who can 
thick three Conſequences off, to talk of thea Authority of Laws 
in Derogation to the Auttority ef ſoveraign Power. The fo- 
verngn Power maar the Laws, and can repeal them, and 
diſpence with them, and make new Laws; the only Power 
and Authority of the Laws s in the Power, which can make 
ard execute Laws. Soveraign Power t inſeparable from the 
Perſon of a ſoveraign Prince. 


This 1s fo plain, and home to the purpoſe, for which, as 


appears, the Author produced it, that one would have 
thought, to Men of any competent Underſtanding, it would 
have ſupcrſeded the neceſſity of a Return to it : But the An- 
ſwerer begs your Pardon for being any of thoſe Men; 
for it ſeems he cannot ſee by this Paſſage, that the Pow- 
er of diipencing with Laws 1s acknowledged to be in 
the King, and in my Judgment, i: 1s ſcarce poſlible to 
think well, now Words can morg fully and amply ex- 
pre$s it, or make this more Pinin and obvious to cvery Un- 
acr ſraxalng. - 

The foucraign Power, ſays the Doctor, can diſpence with 
Laws.” 


Soveraign Power is inſeparavie from the Perſon of a ſove-. 


razon Prince. 

Ergo, what ? Can the Anſwerer have tie Fore- 
head, ( Iappeal even to Dr. Sherlock himſelf ) to fay, 
Th:t to conclude, therefore the Perſon of a ſoveraign Prince, 
from whom the ſoveraign Power u inſeparable , can diſpence 
with Laws, 1s athxing ſnch a Conſequence to the Words, which 
& neirzer a Conſegrutnce, nor hu, but a wreſting Words to 
orter Purpoſes than they were intended ? When the Anſwe- 
rer confellts, mith;ur Doubt we ſame Power that makes 
Lows, can repeal and dijpeuce with them too 5, and we know 
very well, 1145 te Soveraign Power, which is wmnſceparabk 
Few tie Perſon of a overaign Priace, that. mane the mo 
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and can make new ones ; for that we are afſired of from 
the Doftor's one Words. Now whoever will deny this 
to be the natural Fall and meaning of the Pericd, may 
eaſily be brought to deny any thing, even the Rights of 
Soveraignty , Which keep the Crown firm npon the K ng's 
Head. 
But becauſe the Anſwerer blames tie Author for break- 
ing off, and ſays, he durſt go no further, than that Sove- 
raign Power 1s inſeparable from the Perſon of . Soveraign 
Prince, when as it immediately follows, azd though the 
Exercize of it may be regulated by Laws, and that Prince 
does very ill, who having coxſented to ſnch a Regulation, breaks 
the Laws ;, yet when he afts contravy to Law, ſuch Aits car- 
ry Soveraign and irreſiſtible Authorny with them, while he 
continues 4 Soveraign Prixce. He fhall ſee I will not be 
afraid to repeat it all after him, no more than I will to 
.ask the Anſwerer, whether he does not know, that he 
here deals very fallaciouſly with his Readers, in making 
them believe, ( as the Author of Jovian obſerves ) That 
there were no Laws belonging to Government, but thoſe which 
he calls Political Laws, when as (tho? he would now ſup- 
preſs the Notion ) thereare [iperial Laws, paramount 
to Thoſe that are Political, and tro which Theſe muſt de- 
fere ? Theſe (buffing Arts to lefien the Power of Kings in 
the Exercize of it, [ ſhould rather ( as Dr. Sherlock ſays ) 
have expettcd from a prefifſed Enemy, than from a pretended 
Prerogative Dirine of the Church of England, who not 
long fince would have been very ſevere in their Cenſures 
upon all Mankind that ſhould have dared to advance a- 
ny thing above the Prerogative of Princes, whoſe Oriei- 
nal of Soveraiznty & deduced from no lower an Head than 
Heaven it ſelf'; He being therefore great, becauſe he wu lifs 
than Heaven. | 
Now can Pclitical Laws, which are but humane Conſt i- 
txtions, bound and regulate the Prince in the Exercize of 
that Soveraign- Power, which he hath by emanation 
from God alonz, and is Imperzat, (1. e.) fi, m—_ 
| Olfe, 
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folute and Entire? Hath God given an Abſolute Power, 
and ſhall Man reſtrain it? Nay, what is Power, but 
Power to act? to limit the Exerciſe, is to limit the 
Power z and it isa known Maxim among the Lawyers, 
that Froſtra ft Potentia, que now reducitur in altum, itis a 
very vain and Uſeleſs Power which cannot be exer- 
Cized. 

2ut if You are for a Simile, the Reverend Dean of Wor. 
cefer, and the Anonymous Author of the Harmony of 
Divinity and Law (if they be two Perſons) will illaſtrate 

1:4.210. - the matter to You by that of a Fountain, wiich remains a 
perfect Fountain, though its Waters are bounded in their paſ- 

Harmony of {ape by exc or many Cyannels-er Pipes, when they flow through 

Divini:y and , thouſand Auedutts, or when they flow but through one : But 


Law,p 39 truly I ſkovld think, that though it be not of the Effence 


or Beinz of a Fountain for the Waters to flow from jt at lj- 
berty without any ſuch Regulation, Yet 1s of the Being and 
Serm. before Eflence of Abſolute Power to b2 Abſolute, that is, to be 
the Ld. May»r without reftraint in the Exerciſe of it ; for we judge of 
Gc.s. Fro. the Excellency of Beings by the perfettion of their Forms, the 
163:,3z. by ip N: - F wes "up" ? 

7. law'e,M.A freedom of their Ations, and tae Vn ifturbed Exerciſe of 
ons of lis Ma th:ir Proper Powers. But it is pity a good Simile fhoalld be 
jeti>; Chapl Joſt ; let me ſee then what I can make of it. | 


7ovian p. 210. 


31 0rdin P. te The Divines of the Churcn of England hold, that th: 


Fc Fure Ou Cloarafter of tneir Ogices, imprefſcd upon tvem te their fiſt 
form —_ Fo 0 dination to them, is Tndelible as to any humane Power. This 
clefi2*rca, by . 9 , , *gA 
High Davs 1 find ina very Learned Book, concerning the Rigors of 
Li.Blae as Eccl:fiaftica! Vniformity, dedicated to his late Majeſty 
Fe low _ King Cyarles the Second, of Bleed Memory. And though 
Coil. in 7%/* * 5 be in the Pomer of an (ſays he) ro ſ:;ſperd, drgrad:, or 
&r eiChay!, d ” - Ap 
to che 1a eD.- 4:poſe tnem from the aftual Execution and Diſcharge of their 
of Buckingham ſeveral Offices, Yet Theſe Divines fo reſtrained in the Ex- 
> c.6$. 1. erciſe of their Offices, are nevertheleſs as perfett and efſen- 
Fa rial in the Character cf their Offices, and have That Þ as 
t F+01a8.210. July and entirely within themſelves, as any free- fluwing Spring: 
Davis ut ſup. for God only at firſt inveſted thrm with the F!anitual power be- 
longing to their ſeveral Offices, and He only can take tem away 


from them a8 43. SO 


| 
j 
4 
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. So our late Glorions Martyr, when be was by the Seutch Dr. Perrin} 

delivered up, as it were, tobe ſconrged, and crucified,. ro ſome biel Lite © 

Commiſſioners from the Parhament, and they, receivirs him, _ — " 

had conveyed him to his ons Houſe at Holmeby, where his Fo _ 

Reſtraint was ſo ftrift that they ſuffered rore to rome rear him, | 

that by onnirg his Cane were aſſured of their Wellcome ;, 

though He was here with a witneſs confined and reftrain- 

ed in the Exercize of his Power, yet as to the Erg 3nd 7gian,m r, 

Ffrenee of Imperial or Soveraign Power, . the King was as | 

Compleat a Soveraign, and had the Soveraign Power as fully 74. p. 210, 

and entirely within himſelf, as He who is at liberty to exercize 

his Authority, as he will. What ſtuiF and banter is ail 

this ! which yet naturally flows from the Simile of a 

Fountain, but is enough to give all men a zaxſeo ſhame Dr.Sert 5Serms 

of it, but ſuch as are reſolved never to be honefter or wiſer. wurſup-p. 28. 
Well, hut the Dean teils us, T hat to be arbitrary is nat Joviang210, 

of the Eſſince of an Imperial Soveraign; it ſeems his Power 

isabſoInte, bur, not arbitrary, which is, likea Dear-oy's 

Wittictſin, a diſtintion withont a difference. Oh! bar 


to be cor;fined in the Exerciſe doth wot deſtroy the Being, nor di- 19. 2:15 


oY, 


miniſh the perfe&tion of Soveraign Power, fer then the Forey 


.of God himſelf con!d wot be Soveraign, becanſe there ave ecr- 
taindmmutable Rules of Truth and Juftice, within which 1t 5s 


weceſſarily limited and confined. He himſelf confeſſes, | 
Toat this Limitation of Alanghty God ti intrisſccal, ard pro- Ibid. 4 
c:eds from the perfettion of his Righteous and Holy Nature , 
but furely that which hath no Limitation ab ex:ra, 13 ab- 
ſolute and arbitrary; and if, as Doctor Sherlock holds, 
the King being God's Ainifter, 15 upon that account as mnch os ef Relilt, 
greater than all, as God is, He muſt then be as muci above he 
limit2tion from any thing without. 
In ſhort, the King had Soveratgn or abſolute Power 
( for our late Prerogative Divines have vſed both E- 
piethires Synonimoufly ) til he hath, as be thinks, occa- 
ton to exercize it vpon them ; but now if he be re- 
ftrained in the Exercize cf it, be Fath not any longer 
an abſolute Power in fſach a manner, as they hog 
Ve 


(43 ) 

have thought fit to preach up, as the Anſwerer ſays, for 

Anſ, p.30. wery good Court Dettrine, in the Times when they were 
{ure they conld make their own Preferments out of it. 

To conclude, It ſeems a very artful Turn to ſay, 

That Dr. Skerlock*s whole Paragraph, quoted by the Au- 


thor, and juſtified in the Anſwer, does mean no more - 


Anf. p.:8. than That vo Law can have ſuch Authority over a Sove- 
raige Prince, as to wiking him, or deprive him of hs Sove- 
ratgze Power ; FF then Clergymen's Words muſt be ta- 
ken only with their own Interpretation, and not. in the 
common Sence that all rhe reſt of Mankind would na- 
tnrally and neceſſarily conſtrue them in ; -and they are 

ibid. p. 7 -70t to be thonght to or more, tan wnat they themſelues 
do now believe that they did. This 1s a very dextrous 
way for them to thift their Principles, according” to the 
variable Exigencies of Afﬀairs in Government. But-can 


any thing be more ridiculous than to think, That S9- ' 


vercign Porer can be forfeired by its 'Exerciſe ? Or thit 
what the Doctor hath fo plainly owned, as Words can 
expreſs, was more than the due Exercize of that Sove- 
ra:rn Power, by which the Government was neceſfarily 
to be upheld ? Or, in a word, can the Rights of $9- 
vraign Power be ſevered from the Perſon of the Sove- 
raign Frizce? This would be, what does mot become any 
- Aim, who can think three Conſequences off, as the DoRor 
ſays, to talk of the Anthority of Laws, 1n derogation of the 
- Azthority of the Soveraign Tower ; But the Anſwerer, I ſind, 
ſo he can but mince plain Sence to the ſmall degree of his 


own Underſtanding, cares not how he makes the Dr. | 
- or indeed any one elſe, to. turn Fool, and ſpeak Non- 


{ſ-nce. R 


Now to have entire Soveraignty with all its Incidents 


to make, repeal, and dijpeace with Laws, mult certainly 
infer a Right of -Judging when and how to exercizethis 
Power, or elſe it would be as vain and intignificant as 
this Anſwerer would fain make it, now it ſerves no lon- 
'ger his Turn : Yet being apprehealive.'that ſome of his 

| | Erethrea 


-. Cats; 


af? 
J 


|* when time ſhall ſerve, ſays the Anſwerer , Obedience :0 
| Soveraign Princes, both Attive and Paſſive, 1s not meerly a 


F 
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Brethren have given more than it is convenient for them 
to ſtand to in this preſent Jun&ure and Scene of Govern- 
ment, weare to believe- ( if the Anſwerer could proſe- 
lite his Readers to him ) that this unlimited diſpencing Pow- 
a 1s 4 meer Point of Law, and what dees a Churchman's 
Fnagment ſignify in matters of Law? — Alas! thoſe are 
very apt to miſtake, (he means would be thought ſo at 
preſent ). who gueſs at things out of their Ken ; and ts de- 
termine Points of Law, i out of their Sphere, Yet that 
theſe Prerogative-Divines may re-aſſume the Matter 


Pojr 'of Law, bur a Goſpel Command- If then Active O- 
bedience be a Dnty, whenever the Soveraign Prince thinks 
fitito exercize his Soveraign Power, and to make uſe of 


; tis Imperial or Prerogative Laws, tho? it be contrary to 


o 
b> 
1 


! 


the ordinary polzrical Methods of Government, Thoſe 
Methods are to be accounted for that time, as ſet atide 
and,as they ought not to be made vſe of i» derogation of the 
Authority of the Soveraign Power, The Prince is herein 
to be obeyed, not the' Law ; for to that particular Pur- 
Poſe 1t ceaſes to be a Law: And thus the Argument 
ſtands upon the Premiſes which I take from Dr. Sherlock 
and the Anſwerer, 

. Ative Obedience to Sovereign Princes is a Goſpel Command. 


Anſ. p. te 


Id. P. F'o 


I 


ibid, 


The K ing * moſt wiegal Atts bave the Authority of the Ca.of Refiſt p, 


Soveraign 


; = Prince. | 
| + ETherefore Acfive Obedjence to the King's moſt illegal 


Afls is a Goſpel Command. | 
Andthis is made more plain by what the Author quo- 


ted -ont of  Fovian, That upon whomſoever God is underſtood Freian 


to beftow the Soveraign Authority, he muft alſobe underſtood to 
befow* upon bim ail the Jura Majeſtatis, or Eſſential Rights of 
Soveraignty, according to that Maxim, Qui dat elle, dat 6 


; omnia pertinentia ad eſſe; He that gives the Efſence, gives 


alſo the Properties balengizg to the Eſſence. 
H From 
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' From what has been proved, I ſubmit it to the Jndg- 
ment of unbyaſſed and unprejudiced Readers, if it be 
not as clear as the Sun at Noon-day, that It is the Judg- 
meur and Dc&rine of the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
lan1, That the Soveraign Prince, from whom Soveraign Power 
 1nſeparable, may diſpence with the Penal Laws, when he, 
(and He, and not the People, is to be the ſole Judge) 
#1!l find it neceſſary for the eaſe and benefit of his Go- 


vernment in general. 


Well, Dotor Sherlock was. the laſt Great. Man who | 


faid the laſt Great thing, and therefore the Anſwerer 
thinks the Author r«zs low, when he takes up with Doctor 


Nal/on, and. DoQor Puller, little Men in his Opinion; 
which ſhews me ſome difference betwixt the Author and * 


the Anſwerer ; for the former, . it ſeems, ran high till he 
came to Theſe, but the Anſwerer has run low fromthe he- 
ginning, and 1 fear will grow very dull and heavy before 
he comes to his Goal. 1 RED 

For in the next page I find hecares not to trouble him- 
\:1f about the Anonymus Author, whom, as he ſays, ( 1 


ve; ily hope not againſt his own Conſcience ) he neither knows, | 


z0r his Book, and ſuppoſes the Cauſe will not depend upon a ſingit | 


Azmthor ity. 
I perceive the Anſwerer thinks this Inſtance 'to-be 


tome to the Author's purpoſe, and. was willing to get 


rid of 1t as faſt as he conld ; and the ſhorteſt cut was'not 
to mention a word of it to his Readers, for fear it-ſhoutd 
give them too great an Illumination z but Truth . 3s bel 
and full of Courage, and loves to appear openly ;, and is fo ſt- 
cure and confident of her own ſtrength, as to offer her ſelf t 
tne ſcoirift Tryal and Examination ; therefore-1 ſhall beg 
leave to repzat to them this Quoration of the Author; it 
being a matter of that Evidence and Importance, as may wel 
bear a man out to ſpeak with Authority, and to firike an Ant 
upon the Hearts of ſuch as ſhalt gainſay and oppoſe it. 

It is the Prerogative of the King, ſays the Book, to aj- 


apd Law, p-37. pence with many Acts of Parliament by 4 * Non obſtante, 


clauſe 


ee 


t 
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clauſe of notwithſtanding, eſpecially ſuch, as bind him fron 
: any Prerogative, that 1s ſolely and inſeparably annexed to his 
Sacred Perſon, and Royal Power. | 
The Anſwerer, and likewiſe Every Body elſe that pre 
tends to admire his Pamphlet , might with half an Eye F vian in Pref. 
purged of bad Humours, have diſcerned this fully to be aſ- 5 
ſerted as the Judgment and Doctrine of the Clergy of the 
Church of England ; but we find the Proverb trae by experi- 
ence, that there is none ſo blind, as thoſe who will n9t ſee. bid. 
- But he thinks it enough if he tells Yon, He neither " 
knows him nor kis Book, tho? I think he might eaſily have 
known them both, if he would have enquired of ' Rax- 
dal Tayler near Stationer's Hall, who was the Publiſher of Harmony; ©&«. 
it, the Anſwerer being a notable Church of England Di- in Tice Page. 
vine : but he knew that would be to little purpoſe, for 
he ſhould never be able to.make a fair, cloſe, and ſubſtan- 
tial Anſwer to this poſitive and home Teſtimony. 
But yet this is not all, for even to the Aferick * above 


@There' is this Marginal Note, viz. 44 Eliz. in the Honſe 44 Eliz- 
of Commons, Sir George Moor ſaid, We know the Power of 


her Majeſty cannot be reftraincd by any Ai. Why therefore 
ſhould we thus talk ? admit we ſhould make the Statute with a 
Non obſtante, yet the Queen may grant a Patent with, a Non 
obſtante to croſs this Non obſtante. | | 
To which let me add what I there further find in the 


. Margent, The 2 Stat. 13. R. 2.C. 1. reſtrains the Kings 13 R.2.C.t." 


, 


power to pardon Treaſon, Murder, or Rape, and circumftan- Ibid. 
. lates this reſtraint ſo, that it makes it penal to any Servant a- 
bout the King to beg ſuch a Pardin to paſs by immediate War- 
rant. 

But the Commons quickly grew weary of this Reftraint, and . - 


Within three years after deſired a Law which paſt in 16 R. 2.c. '$ Racer 6, 


i6. whereby ſo much of the former Law, as made it penal to 
interceed for a Pardon, or to paſs it by immediate Warrant, is 
repealed, and with the reſt of the Law the King diſpences at 
this day by his Prerogative, with a Non obſtante. 


H 2 Fax 


1n the Pijcfice.. 
| preachd 77e greateſt part of what 15 1n that Book printe d, the 


Thid.. 
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For ſuch a Preheminence, as it-is in the Body of the Book, 
certainly car. belong to nothing, bat a perfet Severaign,. and ax 
Imperial Crown. | | 
Here this Great Branch of the King's Prerogative is 
honeſtly and expreſly owned as Goſpel by a Divine of the 
Church of. England, for he tells us in the Preface, he 


good ſucceſs of which, as.it came from the Pulpit, made him 
hope, tat it would, by Gods Dleſſing, not meet with 111 reception 
from the Preſs, but [7m way tead to hus Majejtics Service, 


. rd the publick good. 


And 1a the ſame Preface he ſhews, kow requiſite 1t x, eſpe- 
cially jor Divines, to put themſclues in 4 capacity, by looking 
trito the Law, to defend the Governnient, and the King's Pre- 
rogative againſt Them, who fear nothing more, than that the 


the Land. And therefore i concerns them all to ſtudy the 
Laws fo far, as when they preach Obedience. to the Imperial 
Laws or Prerogatives of the King, as God's Wice-gerent, 
to let the People ſee they preas2 tn. the very Stile of the Law. 
Hcre then we have the Judgment of. a Zamyey inthe 
Divine, therefore this 13 an A,pral to ſich a Judge as has 
5r4ll in tve matter, and upon whoſe Judgment ſure ſome 
ftreſs may. be laid. But witat. our Antwerer knew not 
how to get. over, he knew very weil how to conceal ; fo 
that tiits,, ic ſtems, is an- Anſwer in ſaying nothing to the 
Point. Fie. for ſhame-! 1s this a Churchman's honeſty? 
Evt if perchance it ſhould be- here ſaid, That this is 
but tie ſhingle Opinion.of- a Private Unknown. Author, 


or that all the Quotations indeed (which the Anfwerer | 


with ſo much warmth and induſtry hath laboured. to re- 
fite and. batile) are bat -the Teſtimonies of particular 
Doors, and-not the pubitck and ftanding Declarations of tht 


the Ld. Mayor ©o#rch of. England - To this I. ſhall briefiy return theſe 
KC, 5. VoT. 
LESO.P. 21 


Foxr things, by way of Anſwer. 
i. That This is a moſt groſs and ſenceleſs evading 0: 
the Point; for whether the Church publickly _ 
| is 


. People ſhould have ſuch Airnfters, as unde: fland the Lawsof 
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-this or not, *tis theſe Great Do@ors that ſteer mer's 


Conſciences, 2nd their practiſe is -generally conducted by 


them; we have-oft of. late been ronnded in the Ears, 
-That the Priefts Lips do keep Knowledge, , and the people. are to 


ſeek the Law at their Mont bs, 
2. The Books, from-whence:;the Author has collected 


his Teſtimonies (to ſhew that tlie Clergy. of. the: Church 


of England. have in” their Writings afſerted this diſpen- 
cing Power to be 1n the:King) are all approved, licenc'd, 


-printed,. and recommended too, as Excellent pieces in 


tieir ſeveral kinds, to- make. men good:Chriftians by. be- 
coming Loyal Subjects. 
3. They. were all written by. Perſons, who not only 


for Learning, but for Dignity in the Church, were moit 


Eminent and Remarkable. 
4. And (which will fully anſwer this matter) not a 


Period, nor a Word in all theſe. Writings. was ever diſ- 


owned,  cenfured, or condemned by. any Publick A& or 
Declaration fi omthe Supream Authority. of; the Church ; 
wich 18 all Reafon, Juſtice, and Equity they-were 0- 


| bliged to do, did they not allow and own-them. So that 
I hope, I have by this prevented the duſt of any ſuch. 
: Objection from flying in Qne's face kereafter : . Sed e dt- 
. verticulo 10 VIam. 


| will. now return- to the Anſwerer, who: is arrived 
to mike a Paraphraſe upon the Judgment amd Reſolution cf 
the Fudges, the Authority of which he takes from the Men,not 
from their Reaſons,for ke 15 net ſo fond of knowing them, becauſe 


- (he ſays )they muſt not determine great and.concerning Points, lt 


ſeems then this Anſwerer wovid have the final determination 
of ſuch Cajes to be withont Reaſon;and that.would be.very 


fine indeed : birt let him-take heed he does not in a Conve- 


nient place fel the Weight of their Authority,the Validiry 


. of whoſe Reaſons he has at preſent ſo little fondneſs for. . 


And here in this, his Vice has: corrected. the 
Sin of All thoſe Great Men, who have meddled with 
matters that do rot come within the compaſs of their 
Sppere ; 


Anſyp 31 


id.Þ.+1,1 22 


vid, p+ 330 


pag. 34+ 


1Þid, 


ibid, 
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Sphere ; bat probablyhe thought that his Care ( leaſt the 
Greatneſs of the Authority of the Judges: ſhould+be loſt 
by the Weakneſs of their Reaſons ) would:be an Excuſe 
for That, as well as for ſhewing, that they and the Di- 
vines may make different reaſonable Concluſions: from 
the ſame Premiſes, "which is to take an Opportunity to 
ſhew his own great Skill*1a"L.ogick; and the knack of 
the Divines that way : For tho? the ſame Propoſitions 
were aſſerted by them as well as by the Fuages a bundred 
times over, yet They might not draw the ſame Conclu- 
fions; which is to ſhew,- that either. the Judges did not 
draw right Concluſions, or elſe that the Divines did 
not, for different Conclutions from the ſame Premiſes 
cannot be both true, according to the Logick my Tutor 
taught me. | WINS he 

But to explain this further, which ſeems to be the 
Buſineſs af this Anſwerer, He has been here as lucky in 
explaining of others, as he-is in explaining of himſelf, 
for in the'very next Paragraph he ſays, He canzot tell 
whither the Premiſes be the: ſame or not; and that, I think; 
is a pretty handſome come off. | 

Well, He has ſuch an Art of indeavouring to ſay ſom- 
thing at firſt, and making it nothing at laſt, that I muſt 
confeſs it ſeems to be an Endowment peculiar to him- 
ſelf, which I have ſcarce ever. met withal before, and 
aſſure him 'ſhall never envy him for it. 

For-altho? hecomes to tell ns, That the Premiſes(he means 
the Propoſitions of the Judges) are ſer down in ſuch looſe and 
general Terms, as admit of very different Sences,he will not be - 
pleaſed to tell us the Sence of the Judges, which would }; 


. beareal Kindneſs indeed , -yet how far the Divines of the 


Church of England have owned theſe looſe Premiſes, and in | 
what Sence, 'this he can tell us as eaſily, and as certainly, 
as if they had declared themſelves upon it in 4 Convoca- 
tiow 0r national 'Synod, and He had been their Preſident. 
No Doubt too he can tell us the Sence of the Divines of 


the Church of 'England as infallibly concerning the Real 
Spiritual 


(0550) 
Spirituas Preſence in the Euchaxyſt, but. not-Corgeral;; their, 
ath of Aſent ang Conſent to eyery Word, m the Litur-— | 
gje; and Ahanaſing's Creed, which mas never of birg as the Dr Siiling- | 
Deari of St. Parls aſltires us, bur of a French Compoſinion +, Po keg on 
or any other great Point of  Controverſie. with as much 37 
of Plainneſs and Sincerity: Theſe things would prove 
vs Anfwerer to be a.yery extraordinary-Man, and well 
Skilled 7 the. Divinity .of the Kingdom of England,. which,. anc P.33; 
he ſays, 3s 4 great Word, but for ſeveral Reaſons he gives, | 
without 4 Fury of Divines, no, Man can tell, or. find out 
what .it iS 3 ſo. that: our Anſwerer is. -diſcovered to be 
well skilled in he does,not know what. Nay hold there; 
for he cat tell you the Sence of. the Dvines' upon. each! Pro 
poſition of the Fudges in order, which I nee&not here ex-. 
amine for theſe Raaſons;: - | LEE: MLS 
1. Becauſe the Author ſays nothing of the. Sence of 
the Divines upon thoſe Points. And 
2. Becauſe our Anſwerer can only tell us what -he 
calls the Sence of the Divines,. but he can. kaow it :no 
more than he cap the Drvinity.of the Kingdom, = 
_ He firft diſtinguiſhes concerning a Soveraign-Prince, 
that is abſolute in what Dr. Hicks calls-the Eſſence of Pow- Jov'any p.rit. 
er, but limited in the Exercize of it; that is, he is not 
Soveraign in-the Exercize of. his Soveraignty,” becauſe it 
15 reſtrained ; which, is; very hard, -and requires, mare 
time to think. of, than -I-intend at preſent; to: ſpaxe. z, ;it Dn _ p 
is {#cþ an Inipudent Calumny upon our Engliſh-Monarchy, , makes : 
45 needs no Confutation , and let others conſiaer what Cen- x) Authori- 
ſure it deſerves. 7 oe gn on ty P- 213. 
. And the Men of cunning and. true Sagacity.do make 
Brat uſe of ſucha Diſtinction, for they can calla King'a 
Soveralgn Prince, and, when they think - convenient, 
- ſhall be unlimited and. Imperial ,...and- have as abſolute Ca. of RekR. 
Authority us the moſt abſolute Monarch in the World . can chal- Pp. 16+ 
lenge , But upon a croſs Accident, when the King chances 
to' be not of the Religton as by Law efablifhed,. by yirtueiof 
their Powder pimp.a lin;_pimp,-he.1S:changed again. into 
a 
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# liniited Prince; and tho? ht hath all Soveraign Power in 
_ him;j-\yet in the'Exercite- of it-he muſt be under ( as Dr.” 
: Hick#s Words arc) a very''(cloſe Legal' Confinement , as 
much as*to ſay; *he muſt be a Prince 'of the Church of 


England's making in the Time of King James the Se- 


cond : | And the :extent-of bus Power muſt be known by the 


particular Lawsof tis Kingdonr, and'not any longer from 


- the unlimited Notions "of Soveraigh Power, and Soveraigh 


Will" and Pleaſere: Thatis 4n-fhort, they wall have tim 
a'Prince' a5 by Law 'eftabliſhed. hs p 
"Fer now the Anſwerer ſeems to' be very- deſirozs to 
I-aye off-the Phraſe of Soverngn Fowcr, and (in good 
rime !0*9 call the King #3 #tcd Aforarch: All ſhall be Ce- 


ſ#5,- whilſt 'C efor 3s theits,: but if his Application be to. 


new Friends then they will thnmder ont the Laws in re- 
fraint upon his-Soyeratenty, as loud andas fierce, as ever 
they have done of latethe Thebean Legion, which at laſt we 
are informed, 'is a Leger, that-1s not at all credible. 

-In* concluiion,]. find the-Anſwerer has met wich a Bug- 
bear, called by the' name. of Liberry pf *Corſcience ;, He is 
ſo ſurprized, that he bas rothirg ar all rs Jayro:it : this is 
the nol; me tangere that ſo 'many are afraid to have any 
thing to do with, - becauſe it brings' a Diſtemper upon 
them, -tho* at the ſame time "it gives a moſt plealing and 
certain-Cure to the'A tions of {ſo many others, who per- 


haps may be both #5 good ChriſHans and a3 good Subjets 


.as the Reverend Anſwerer, whois ſb nicely fcrupulons 


i- what he ſays about it, that he makes it a ſort of 'a 


Chip in Pottage, which (he hopes) will 'not do Popery: 


much good, nor the Church of England much harm:-Bat 
if (as he ſays) Popery be mor popular' in this Arc) T would 
heartily defire the Church of "*Ergland to-contider,” wii 
ther She is'n2t become in a.great meaſure a#pcpular too; 
by her late want of Powels and Compaſſion *to her 4:/- 


Pans Frraxa Fenting Brethren, in animating the Magiſtrates all the 


Kingdom over," to pnt, in the moſt fierce and vigorous 


Execution, the. worſt of®Laws--ugaihit them,' I mean, 


thoſe 


le 


. 


F 
4 
1 


02 EE 
thoſe that perſecute diſagreeing Conſciences } becauſe 
tity cannot think and believe AS BY LAW ESTABLISH- 
ED. Now, 


There can be nothing more perniciow, ſays the Right Re- 
verend Fiihop Bramball in his forecited Book, thaz where Schifn Gurrd- 
the Sacred Name of Law is proftituted to avaritions Ends , <> P-1522153: 
where Sta'utes or Canons are made like Pitfalls or Traps to catch 
the Subjeets by their-Pnrſcs, where profirable Faults are cheriſhed 


their Sores. 


| for private Advantage by mercenary Judges, as Beggars do 


"Tis to m1ke Laws to become ſnares and hooks to catch the By. Taylor's 
People, ſays the Great and Learned Biſhop of Down and Holy Living, 
Coxnor, and ro enrich the Treaſury with the ſpoil and tears and ch.zSecz. 
curſes of the Commonalty, and to multiply their mutiny and P** 57 7>Bdits 
their ſin. 


And therefore he ſays, The ſeverity of Laws muſt be 
tempered with diſpenſations, pardons, and remiſſions, accord- Ibid 
ing as the Caſe ſhall alter, and new neceſſities be introduced, or 
ſome fingular accident ſhall happen, in which the Law would be 
unreaſonable or intolerable as to that particular : And again 


That Penal Laws ſhould not be arged rigorouſly nor in light 1d.P-159: 
Caſes. 


And in that Admirable Treatiſe, called, The Liberty of 7 jberty of Pre 


 Propheſying, he tells us, That 0 Chriſtian 1s to be pat ro death; pheſyinig.Sec. 


diſmembred, or otherwiſe diretily perſecuted for his Opinion , *3-8190- 
which does not teach Impiety or Blaſphemy. If it plaialy and 

apparently brings in a Crime, if 1t be publiſhed, and comes id, p. 191: 
a ſtylo ad Macheram (as Terrullian's Phraſe is) then it be- 

comes matter of Fatt in principle and in perſwaſizr, and is juſt 

fo puniſhable, as i; the Crime that it perſmades. 


I [ 


idp.r 92. 


I4.p.* 93s 


99 


SET . 


If we (ſays he) who are ſo apt to be deceived, and ſo inſe- 


care in onr Reſolution of queſtions diſputable, ſhould perſecute a * 


aſagreeing perſon, we are not ſure we do not fight againſt God, 


#7 if is prepo(ition be true, and perſecuted. then. becauſe atl- 
Pd P 5 2 0 


rath eerives from God, this proceedivg 1s againſt God, and 
therefore this 1s not to be done, upon Gamaliel's ground, left 


peradventurc we befound to fix againſt God, of which becauje 
we can have no ſecurity ( at leaſt ) tn this caſe, we have all the 


guilt of a doubtful or an wncertajn Conſcience. 


kefides, Whoever perſecutes a diſagreems perſon, arms all 
tre rorld againſt himjelf, and all pious people of hs own per. 


jwaſion, when the Scales of Authority ruturn to his Adve rſary, 
ard atteſt his comraeittory ; and then, what can he woe for 
»erey for himſelf, or bis party, that ſheweth none to ethers ?- 


Tt. be ſays, that he is to be ſpared becauſe he believes true , but 
be cher was juſtly perſecuted becanſe he was-in Errour, be is 
ridiciulun;.— Fer He that hath Azthority on his ſide, will be 
fure to judge againſt kim. Ss that, what either ſide can in- 
arterently make uſe of, it is good that neither would, becauſe 


iriver fide can with reaſon ſuſpcient ao it in prejudice of the- 


0:07. 


Ir is w:natural end unreaſonable to perſecnte diſagreeing O- + 


pirions. Unnatural; for Underſt znding being & thing wholly 
Sn;ritual. cannot be reſtrained, ard therefore neither puniſhed 
} ? 9 : ; 


by Cerporal Afi.tions. It is in aliena Republica, a marrer 
of arcicer World : Tou may as well cure the Cholick by brit 
1g & man's Clothes, or fill a mas ' Belly with a Sytlegiſm.— 


And as it as unnatural, ſo ut 15 reaſonable, that Sempro- 
Aus ſhoxtd furce Cains to be of bis Opinion, becarſe Sempro- 


Rus 13s Corfu tis Near, and commands the Lictors $ as if He” 
75at.can kik (let me add, Fite, and Imnrifon, Cc.) 4 mar, 


canrt but be. inſalthle, and if ke &e rot, wiy ſhould 1 60 
violence ro my. Conſcience , becauſe he can do violence to my 
Ferjor ? | | 

: A g4lf, 
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Again, Force in matters of Opmion can do no good, bt 3s 
very apt to ao hurt ; ſor no man can change his Opinion when 
he will, or be ſatisfied in his reaſon that his Opinion ts falſe, 


becauſe diſcountenanced. — And if a man canuot change his O- 14,p.203. 


pinion when he lifts, nor ever does heartily, er reſolutely, but 
wen 1e cannee do othermijſe, then to uſe Force; may make bim 
aa Hypocrite, but never to be a right Believer, and ſo inflead 
of eveting a Trophee to God and true Religion, we build a Mo- 
nument for the Dewyl. 


It is one of the Glories of the Chriſtian Religion, that it was 
fo ptoxs, excellent, muraculo:s, and perſwaſive, that it came wa 
upon its own piety and wiſdom, with x0 other * Force but a Tor- 
rent of ai gumcnts and demonſtration of the Spirit a mighty 
ruſhing Wind to beat down all ſtrong holds, -a»d every high 


thought and Imagination; but towards the perſons of men it id. p. 207; 


was always full of meekneſs and Charity, complyance, and To- 
leration, condeſcenſion, and bearing with one another, reſto- _ 
ring perſons overtaken with an Error, in the Spirit of 

meekneſs, confidering leit we alſo be tempted. 7he Con- 
federation 15 as prudent, and the Propoſition as juſt, as the Pre- 

cept 15 charitable, and the precedent was pious and holy. Now 
things are beſt conſerved with that which gives it the firſt Being, 
and which is agreeable to its Temper and Conftiturion. That 
Precept woich it chiefly preaches 18 order to all the Blefſedneſs in 
the Werld, that is, of "meekieſs, mercy, and charity, ſhould 
alſo preſerve it ſelf,, and promote its own Intereft.— It would be 

« mighty diſparagement to fo glorious an Inſtitution, that in its 


Principle it ſhould be merciful and humane, and in the promo- 


tow and propagation of it ſo inhumane: and it wonld be im- 


'p obable and unreafenable that the Sword ſhould be uſed in the 


perſmaſion of one* Propeſnion, and yer in the perſwaſion of the 
wile Rl gion nothing like it. 


In the Primitive Chriſtianity Peeple were converted by _ 


Miracles, azd preaching, and d;ſp:uang, and 'Hereticks by the 1d. p. 205» 


2 ſame 


jd. p. 206. 


Id: p. 208. 
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fame Means were redargued,, and all Me mftrufted, nous 
rortured for their Opinion. And thi continued till Chriſtian 
People mere vexed by diſagreeing Perſons, and were impatient 
and peeviſh, by their own too much Confidence, and the Laxu- 
riancy of a-proſperous Fortune : But then they would not en. 


dure Perſons that did dogmatize any thing which might in. 


trench upon their Reputatwon or their Intereſt, And tt is ob. 
ſervable that no Fan, nor no. Age aid ever teach the Law. 
fulneſs of putting Hereticks to Death , till they grew wanton 
with Proſperity. But when the Reputation of the Governours 
rac concern'd, wien the Intereſts of Men were endangered 
when they had ſomething to loſe, when they had built their Eſfti- 
matica upon the Credit of diſputable Queſtions, when they be- 
Zen to be jealous of other Men, when they over-valucd them- 
ſelves, and their own Opinions, when ſome Perſons invaded 


. Biſhopricks upon pretence of new Opiniozs, then they," as they 


thrived in the Favour of Emperors, ard in the Succeſs of 
their Diſputes, ſollicited the temporal Power to baniſh, to fine, 
to impriſou, and to kill their Adverſaries. | 


So that the Caſe ſtands thus. In the beſt times, amongſt 


the beſt Men ,. when there were fewer temporal Ends "to be 
ſerved, when Religion, and the pure 'and ſimple Deſigns of 
Chriſtianity were only to be promoted ;, in thoſe times, and a- 
mongft ſuch en, no Perſecution was aitnal , nor perſwaded, 
or allowed towards diſagreeing Perſons. But as Men had 
Eras of their own and not of Chrifts, as they receded from 
their Duty, and Religion from its. Purity, as Chriſtianity be- 


gan to be compounded with Intereſts, and blended with tempo- | 


ral Defignes, fo Aden were perſecuted. for their Opinions. 


But yet alrhough the Church, I mean, 1n ber diſtinft and 


. clerical Capacity, was againſt-deſtroying or puniſhing Difference 


in Opinion, —yct the Biſhops did perſwade the Emperors to 

ake Laws againſt Herericks, and to puniſh diſobedient 
Perſons with Fines, with Impriſonments,with Death,and 
Ba- 


— ec; ao Lt 
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Baniſhment reſpetively.- which might be for reftr ajnt of dif- 
fering Religion 1n order to the Preſervation of the publick 
Peace, which is too frequently violated by the Diviſion of 
Opinions. But 1 am not certain whither that was always 
the Reaſon, or whither or no {ome Biſhops of the Court did 
wot alſo ſerve their -own Enas in giving their Princes ſuch 
xntoward Conncel, 


But afterwards many got a Trick of giving them over to 
the Secular Power,which at the beſt is no better than Hypocriſie, 
removing envy from themſclues, aud laying it uton others, a 
refuſing to do that in external Ai, which they do in Coun- 


cdl and Approbation : Which is a tranſmitting the At to 


axother, and retaining a Proportion of Guilt unto themſelves, 
even their own and the others too. 


I have been thus Copious before I was aware, from 


this great Man, who was in his time an Eminent Glo- 
ry and. Ornament to the Church of Englazd, and the 


ic. p,2cY 


Treatiſe from whence theſe Collections are taken, is one 


of the beft Books that ever was wrote: for Liberty of Con- 


 ſciehce, a Book which ought to be read by all our Church 
-Divines, which*is capable to inſpire them with the 


moft generous and Godlike Principle, agreeable to the 
beſt Reaſon, and wiſeſt Apprehentons of Mankind, ad- 
mirably fitted for the perfecting of our Natures, and 
the ſweetning of that furious and unpeaceable Spirit, 
which has been fo trouhlefome to the World, and the 
canſe of ſo many Miſchiefs and Diſorders.in it; and I 
wiſh they would for the future be all inveſted with the 
fame marvellous ſmeet Nature, which 15 certainly to be rec- 
koned as One Hilf of the Grace of God. 

But the Anſwerer fays, he will ay nothing.to this 
main Point of Liberty of Conſcience, before the Autlor 
will vouchſafe ar A-ſwer -to all the Preſbyterian —_— 
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againſt Toleratisn, but eſpecially that Book cafied Tolleration 
diſcuiſed, ard te Arguments of Dr. Parker, now the right 
Reverend Biſhop of Oxford in hes Eccleſtaſtical Politis : Aut 
when he .can prove, That Liberty of Congcience us the Doc- 
trine and Praitice of the Church of Rome, and the ſtanding 
Rule of the Inquiſition, then the Anſwerer will conſider 
further of this Argument. Very Fine and Admirable! 
Becauſe the Author recommended 7:berty of Conſcience in 
Matters purely of Religion to bz a malt Chriſtian Prin- 
cipl2, and a Natural Right, therefore he mult run the 
Gaunclet: through all that have formerly oppoſed it, or 


the Anſwerer will not meddle with it ; the Reaſon 1s. 


roo Obvious, for if he could fay any thing aguinſt it, 
he would not approve himizlf now an honett Prerogative- 


Djvize, vihich he would fain ſtiil bz thoughe to be, tho? . 


perhaps he may get no Prefermeat by 1t till the next Co- 
YON2rion. | 

But if the Presbyterians have been in their Day to 
blame, will th#t excuſe the Church of England from 
being Guilty of the ſame Fault ? Certainly no., bat 
rather be an- Aggravation 'of her Guilt, in fhewing 
her Revenge, that ſhe is fond of it, huges it, and wo1ld 
by no means loſe the Power of a barbarous Deportm2ar. 


And admit this to be the Doitrine and Prattiſe of the Church 


of Rome, and the ftanding Rule of the Inquiſition, will the 
Church of England be tenacious of this worſt part of 
Her Corrxption ? Can She dillike her Body ſo mach, and 
yet at the ſme time cheriſh her Ulcers? And becauſe ſhe 


condemns the Church of Rome for being Leprows, will the 


reſolve to continue in the ſame Leproſy, to the Stain, as 


well as Scandal of that Glorious Reformation ſhe pretends. 
to? Surely if this be evidently repugnant to- the true ' 
.Spirit of Chriſtianity, ſh2 2azht to bz bath aihamed 


and. a weary of it; if it be centrary to the Exainple of 
oar Saviour, what is 1t then but to at like the Dev1!, 
aad to give an Evidence, that they whodo fo,diltruſt ther 
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owa -Caufe ? And-they. may expect their Judge ſhould. 
inflict his Judgments on them, and on that Church which 
doth permit 1t. And it it be wholy oppoſite both to 
the Principles and PraGiſe of the primitive and pureſt- 
Ages of the Church ; I hope this will Tafficiently con- 
vince. the Wiſe Men of our MVational Charch, thag the 
Religion which commands theſe Cruelties and Inhnma- 
nities cannot derive it felf from him who is the God of 
Love,and Patience,and Mercy,& Pity to the Sons of Men. 


[ hope. this is fully ſufficient to ſatisfy all reaſonable 
Parties of, Men, that the Penal and Sanguinary Laws, 
made meerly to force Men in Matters of Religion, a- 
gain, the Conviction of their Conſciences, are Anti- 
chrittian and Diabolicalz and if fo, I would have them 
in good Earneſt to confider, as Dr. Sherlock moſt admi- 


rably has obſerved to ns, What Awhoritry has a wicked C1. of Refill. 
aud perſecuting Law ? And who gave it this Authority? P 


What Authority has any Prince to make Laws againſt the 
Laws of God? If he have no Authority, then it 1s no Law ; 
and then to make a wicked Law to perſecute good Men, us 
rhe ſame thing, as to perſecute without Law, nay, as to 
perſecute againſt Law. And the. Reverend Dr. Falkner in 


deſigning the Fuine ana Deſ;raciion of atiy Perſons, only be- 
_ they err in datters of Religion, uw a thing by m9 means 


alowatils, 


I wy once beg the Reader's Patience to let' me give 


| him the Sence and Teſtimony of anotker Great Paſhop 
and Frejate of the Church of Ez2!and concerning this 


Matter, and that 1s Dr. Gaxdey, late the right Reverend 
Fiſhop of Excter, in a Diſc:urſe of his concerning publick 
Caths, and the Lawfineſ: of ſmearing in judicial Proceedings, 
fays He, 7 ao juags it voth Fiery, Charity, and Folicy to ejta- 


tl:ſh the Kale of pubhick Riigion by Laws far. Uniformiey, #2r'c 9! Corie, 


in 


red to the mot 


- bis Libertas Eccleſiaſtica, aftrms it, that the Lawfulneſs of Reverend Fa- 


wid. 


wid. 
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#n Doftrine, Devotion, diſcipline, and Decency, accomphriel 
as with Rewards and Priviledges to the Conformers, ſo with 
ſome moderate pecuniary Penalties on Difſenters, 'according 'ty 
Hers Eſtates and Influencies : But I-confeſs, I ami not for 
heavy Multts, and rigorous Exattions, which ſhall impriſon , 
bariſh, impoveriſh, or deſtroy modeſt Diſſenters, and their F4- 
miltes, only for the variety of their Fudgments, when their Ci- 
vil Actions are otherwiſe moral, juſt, and inoffenſive. © This 
ſeverity would in ſome Countries ( and poſſibly now m England ) 


. be not only deſtructive to many thouſands, but diſadvantagious 


to the King and Kingdom, to the Trade and Commerce of the 
Nation, by opening a little Wicket of Roya! Clemcncy only to 
ſome few, and ſhutting the Great Gate to many, whoſe tender, 


and unſatisfied, or ſcrupulous Conſciences do as much expett , 


need, and deſerve it, as thoſe that have it in petty matters, 
whilſt all others ſcruples are driven to diſcontent, and acſpair, by 
denial of all Indulgence to them in greater Scruples. 


We ought, (ſays he) to ſhew candour and humanity tewards 
all perſons , that are net wholly profligate #1 their Opinions, 'or 
deſperate-in their Attions. | 


The Cuagel, and Sword, priſons and baniſhments, plunder- 


ings, and ſequeſtrations were the late cruel and flagellant Mes 


thods of our meft tyranneus times, which had nothing of Rea- 
fon, Law, or Religion to ſupport them ; but theſe are not (in 
my Ffudgment ) the fittsft means to confute the falſities of men's 


private Opinions, or to rettifie the oviiquities of their inconform, 


but innocent Aftions flowing from them upon the account of Con- 
ſeience, and plea of Religion. 


Again he adds, 7 confeſs T wonld ney have this legal and 
avowed Religion of the Nation fo rigorous, ſharp, and ſevere 


. (as Sarah ro Hagar ) by the ſudden overawing, or violent over- 


laying of all other different perſwaſions in peaceable men, as not 
w let them breath in the ſame common Air, or not to enjoy their 
Lives, 
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Lives, civil Liberties, and Eſtates, with their difſenting Cog- 
ſciences in all modeſt privacy , and ſafety. I abhor (as much 
as 1 dread) all Racks and Tortures of mens Souls, no leſs 
than Curious ſcrutimies of men's Conſciences, which covet firſt, 
like God, to ſearch mers bearts, and then like the Devil, de- 
light to torment them in their Eſtates, and Liberties, only be- 


cauſe they are not wiſe or apprehenſive as themſelves, but as ho- 
weft perhaps, and ſimcere inthe ſight of God. 


And laſtly ſays He, My native temper abhwurs, afvev the ibid. 
Genirs oft Primitive Chriſtians, all ſeverity or rigours enly upon 
the ſcore of Religion, farther than 1s neceſſary for the Cure of 
Offerders, and the Conſervation of the publick Peace. I know 
the roughneſs or ſmoothneſs of men's Educations and Complexi- 
ers, like Eſau*s and Jacob's, have mnch infleence upon their 
Opinions, and Converſations, yea, and upon their 'Conſciences 
too : if this may ſeem to ſome too great a facility and gentle- 
neſs in me, yet it is an Error on the right hand, and nearcft the 
medium both of Humanity, as a Man, and of Charity, as 4 
Chriſtian, meaſuring all policies by Chriſt®s golden Rule, to do 
as I would be done unto. | 


The Reverend Dr. Sherlock ſays, I an ſo profeft an Ene- Scaſonable Re. 
my to Popery, that I abhor' that Popifh Principle, of Ferſecu- RA a” wn 
ring meerly for Religions Sake, which can no more be juſti= 1, 1... i 
fied in Proteſtants againſt Papiſts, than in Papifts againſt 15, 16. 
Proteſt ants. 


The Servant of the Lord muſt not, ſaith Dr. Gefl, Dr. Gc#s Re- 


 xerzwpiiwar, abuſe his Authority to the Hurt or Diſparage- 12ins, Vol. 1, 


ment of theſe under his Gevernment, be muſt not ſeek for bob GAS 
bu own Profit, Honour, Pleaſure, Eaſe of the Fleſh: He 
muſt not tyranize over his Brethren : St. Peter exborts the 
Elders, ovy a7 xg'nglos. 1 Pet. 5- 1, 2,3. The Elders which 
are among you I exhort, who am alſo an Elder, and a Wi- 
neſs of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and alſo a Partaker of uy 
K Glory 
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6 ory that ſus be reucaled.. Feed the Flock of God mhich- 


15 Among Jon, taking the Over fight thereof, not by ccnſtraint, 
but milliioly : Not for filrby Lucre, but of a ready Mind : 


Neither as being Lords over Gods Hertage, but being Fn- 


ſamples to the Fleck. 


| Remeniber thou art Refor, non Raptor, non Deſtrud- 
cr,, non Tyrannus; Diſpenſator, non Diſlipator, vel 
Uſurpator ;. Tutor, non. Devorator. Herzard, not Do- 
minecring, not Lording, over the Flock. Ezck. 34. The 
Fleck is not ours, but Gods. 1 Pet. 5. And our Dw'y is not 
te force them tows , or 047 Opinions, but to lead them 19 
Chriſt. This I ſpeak the rathtr becauſe of divers Opirions 
tat I know are amongſt us, which while they are + ar avs 
3c) lap migitws Rom. 12.6. Hold the Head. Col. 2. 19, 
They may be tol:rat(d. Nor can any Man poſſicly force ang- 
ter, m0 any Man bimſel” to think otherwiſe than he doth: 
It is Col! that perſwads the Hcart, he perſwades Japhet, 
exd is tae Aithor and Finiſhir of Faith, Eph. 2. And 
therefore the Ap:ſile. Rome 14. 5- Quilibet abundet ſen- 
iu fuo, Zr cvery Aan be fully prrſmaded in his own Mind.” 


I will mention but .one more upon this Subject, and 
that is, the Reverend Dr. Tio:;m, the preſent Dean of 
Canterbury, who in his Pretace to the Reader before the 
«emons of Dr. Tots: W.t+;zr5, late Lord Biſhop of Chefter, 
ſiys of him, / purpoſely meniier bis Moderation, ard like 
Tife advonmtureto commend ini for tt ;, notwits ft anding that 
tis Virtue, ſo much effeemea © magnified by wiſe Men in 
&i Aze:, kath of Ie veer decluimed ngainſt with ſo much 
Zeal and Fierceneſ;, and yit with that good Grace and Cen- 
ence, & if it were 70 orly no Virtue, but even te Summ 
and Avriagment of al. Vices. T ſay, rorwithffandirg all this, 
1 an ſtill of the old Opinion, Tnaat Moderation 1s a Virtue, 
and one of the peculiar Ornaments and Advantages of the 
exccllint Cunſiitution of our Church, and mnſt at laft be ti6 
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Temper of her Members, eſpecially the Clergy, if ever we 
ſeriouſly intend the firm Eft abliſhment of this Church, - and ds 
wot 1nduft riozafly defien by cheriſhing Heats and Diviſions among 
oxr ſclvcs, 10 let in Igpery at theſe Breaches. | 


And as for his Book, called Toleration diſcuſſed, I ſhall 
only obſerve two things by way of Anſwer to him, and 
ſo-conclude. 


1. Thatit 1s a Clear Indication of the Anſwerer, that; 
if. he durſt, he would juſtifie it as the Doctrine of the 
Clergy of the Cturch of England, that whenever they 
can get into the Seat of Power and Empire, they may, 
by vertue of AQs of Parliament , and Canons of th ir 
Church, fine and impriſon , excommunicate, tranſport 
and banyh, put. to death, and ruine and deſtroy both the 
2odies and Souls of all thoſe that will not work up their 
Conſciences to a conformable complyance with Her Eſta- - 
bliſhments : And 


2. That it ſhews a high piece of Confidence in the To'er>tion 
Anſwerer, for him thus to confront his Prince with the d {cefſ? |, 
Opinion of a Pamphlet, (the Deſign of which by the I'*< Page 


Tiile, 1s to lay opez the Impiery ana annger of a general Li- 
berry, ) when the King hath upon the graveſt Confidera- 
tion imaginable found it by. long experience to be true, 
and for the Greateſt Truth hath been mo graciouſly 
pteaſzd to declare to all his Subjz<ts, nay indeed to all 
the World, That Conſcience orght not to be conſtrained, nor 


' People forced in matters of meer Religion: andas}e told 


his Council, That it can never be the true Ister:ft of a King * 
of England to c:deavenr to do it. 


How may the Church of Ergland thank God, that hath 
mt it into the King's Heart to b2 of this Opinion, Thar 
Conſcience ought not to be forced, for if he had been of the 

| | Con- | 


(63 ) oy” 
Contrary Judgment with Some Members of her Com 
munion, he had been then obliged in Conſcience, and eng« 
bled by his Prerogative to have cruſhed and deſtroyed her, 
and that without Remedy. ; "if | 


Now as this is an abſolute Refatation of that Pam- * 
phlet, and of all Others of the ſame Leaven,: ſo it ought 
to put an Eternal Silence for the future On the Tongues 
ns Pens of all private men for reviving and improving 
ſuch an Unchriſtian, ſuch a Diabolical Principte, as this 
of perſecuting AS BY LAW ESTABLISHED, that is of 
keeping up Thoſe PENAL STATUTES, which are the 
_  ſevereft Task-Maſters to Diſſenters, for like Pharaoh they 
. oy continue thent in Bondage, and ot let thems go to ſerve 

the Lord. : 
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Advertiſement. 


{ . Book Entituled, The Judgment and Doftrine of 
the Clergy of the Church of Ex2/and, concerning 
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one ſpecial Branch of the King's Prerogative, vis. In 


diſpencing with the Pexal Laws: Aﬀerted by the moſt 
Reverend Fathers-in God, © The Lords Arch-Biſhops- 


Bancroft, Land and Uſher. The Right Reverend Fathers 


in God, The Lords Biſhops Sanderſon and Cartwright. 


'The Reverend Dottors, Sir Thomas Ridley L..L. D. 


Dr Heylin, Dr Berrow, Dr Sherlock. Maſter of the Temple, 
Dr Hicks, Dr Nalfox and Dr Paller. And by the Anony- 
ous Author of the Harmazy of Divinity and Law.. To- 


gether with the. Concurrivg Reſolutions of our Reverend 


Judges, as moſt Conſovant and Agreeable thereunto.. Ina 
Letter from -a Gentleman at. Oxford to his Friend at 


| Londos.. 


To be Sold at the Three Keys in Nags-Head-Conrt, &ver-- 
againſt the Condurt, in Grace-Charch-Street, and by moſt. 
Bookſellers in Loxdoz and Weſtminſter. | 


